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Visit us at www.linywea.org 

Great Weather Results in Another 
Big Crowd at Annual Clambake 

b

by Tom Immerso 

 
Following the great weather of the past two years at our 
Annual Clambake, the odds of another beauty were 
probably minimal at best – but that’s precisely what we 
had!  Perfect weather prevailed on the side of the 181 
NYWEA and associated attendees at the Long Island 
Chapter's Annual Clambake, held on Friday, June 19th 
at Cedar Creek Park in Wantagh. The flawless evening 
resulted in an enjoyable and successful outing as the 
huge crowd took part in the food fest, knocking off gen-
erous servings of burgers, hot dogs, sausage and pep-
pers, kielbasa, spare ribs, chicken, clams on the half 
shell, fish salad, corn, salad, cake, etc., along with copi 
 

(See Clams & Cornhole on page 10) 

Return of Al “the Rotifer” 

 

                                                      by Al  

 

Dear Al, 
I am a 45 day old Rotifer living in Aeration Tank 4A at 
Cedar Creek WPCP.  
I recently met a 5 day 
old free swimming 
ciliate that moved 
into the same aeration 
pass as me.  She has a 
wonderful pear 
shaped pellicle.  I 
think she likes me 
because her cilia real-
ly start moving when 
I am near her.  I want to approach her but I am worried 
that maybe she will reject me because of our age differ-
ence.  What should I do? 
Desperate Joe 
 
Dear Joe, 
I would go ahead and make the move.  At your MCRT, 
it’s likely that you will be flowing through the WAS 
pump any day into the Gravity Thickener Building.  
Best to have a last fling before getting squeezed until 
your head explodes and then into a tractor trailer on the 
NJ Turnpike to your final resting place.  Just saying. 
Yours Al 
 
 
Note:  Al the Rotifer column is returning after a 20 year hiatus.  If you are 
seeking advice above relationships, workplace, career or just have a general 
wastewater question send to Al care of the Digester 
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I am almost through my first year as chairman. Being a 
part of all the Chapter activities and events has been the 
most fun. The Board and I started out with several goals 
for the year and we have been working hard to achieve 
each one. For example, check out our new website and 
Digester format. Kiersten Walsh and Bill Nylic did a 
great job! Our chapter really is amazing (maybe not as 
good as the Mets have been played last season!). If you 
are reading this and are saying to yourself, “I should 
participate more” then you should. You are missing out 
on some great opportunities, professionally and person-
ally.  Here is what you may have missed: 

• Clam Bake at Cedar Creek Park (Horse 
shoes, golf chipping, bocce ball) 

• Whale Watching Trip (Whale and dolphin 
sightings reported) 

• Young Professional Fishing Trip (Don’t 
worry you won’t get sea sick!)   

• Captain Bills Summer Social (An outside 
event overlooking the Great South Bay)  

• Environmental Science Canoe Trip (Always 
a lot of fun) 

• O&M meet and greet (Relaxing event to get 
to know new members) 

• WEFTEC (My favorite event to cheer on 
the-Operator Challenge team competing in 
the big leagues)  

• Royal Golf Classic (whether of not you 

golf, this is the perfect way to network) 
• Annual Dinner Dance and Awards 

(Cocktails, food, dancing and awards says it 
all!) 

My goal in the second year as chairman is to continue to 
bring new ideas and “mix it up.” We are constantly try-
ing new ways to increase participation and persuade our 
younger members to be active. If you have any sugges-
tions, please contact the Board or me.  
  
    Stephen Hadjiyane  

    Chair 
 

The Chair’s Message | Summer/Fall 2015    

2015 Royal Golf Classic 
  By Joe Hurley 

 
A crisp Fall day greeted 102 hackers at the 31st Annual Royal Golf Classic at Island Hills Country Club in Sayville.  
Seasonably cool temperatures did not deter the hot field from whacking balls in every direction with the associated 
comments from playing partners.  Of course, the beer cart this year included some fine spirits in the form of vodka 
and Irish whiskey which further complicated the directional issues. 
 
Prizes went to Ian Trello for the longest drive and Chuck Warren, 
closest to the pin (10 ft.).  Low net honors went to Jim Hirani (1st), 
Joe Marturano (2nd) and Gary Arman (3rd).  Low gross scores 
were Vic Ramos (78), Don Berhang (79) and Frank Feeley (80).  
Nick Bono, the most honest guy, is still adding his score up. 
As usual, George Desmarais, did a tremendous job under my di-
rection. 
 
As a final note, the 31st Royal Golf Classic marks the end of an 
era since the Island Hills venue will close its doors at the end of 
the year.  A new location will be sought but a big thank you is ex-
tended to Island Hills for 31 years of good times. 
 
See you all somewhere next year and a special thanks again to our sponsors who continue to make the Royal Golf 
Classic a Chapter success. 
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New Members      
        by Peter Petriccione 
 Welcome to the Chapters’ new members: 
 

Captree Fishing Adventure 
by Greg Levasseur 

 

The New York Water Environment LI Chapter’s Young Professionals and Operators Committee held its annual 
fishing trip out of Captree State Park on August 6, 2015 on the Yankee III. This year a crew of 56 enjoyed an af-
ternoon out on the water.  The boat ventured out into the inlet and worked its way back in the bay to the bridge 
for about four hours and we had lots of laughs, food, sun and lots of fluke & sea robins, but mostly throw backs.  
The crew consisted of members from the following organizations: 
 
 
 

• Nassau County DPW 
• Suffolk County DPW 
• NYC DEP 
• Northport  
• GA Fleet  
• Waste Incorporated 
• D&B 
• H2M   
• Hayduk Engineering 
• CDM Smith 
• Gannett Fleming 
• GA Fleet  
• PCS  

 
 

 
The largest keeper that won the pool was a 22-inch fluke by Gary Arman on the last drop of the day.  The trip 
was a great success and a great time was had by all those aboard.   

Adedayo Adewole  Hans Riley 

Alex Avitabile  Amanjot Singh 

Thomas Dickson  Rod Hirschfeld 

Declan Dillon  Micahel Sautkulis 

Robert Farmer  Patrick Pascucci 

Sarah Governale Regina Nash 

Douglas Haussel  Brian Koch 

Terence Mccormick Roselina Quadros 

Nelya Meystelman Carolyn sukowski 

Raymond Normoyle Gregory Webster 

Kevin Peterson    
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Light Crowd at Annual Dinner Dance 
 

    by Tom Immerso 
 
The LI Chapter held its Annual Dinner Dance on Octo-
ber 23, 2015 at the Woodbury Country Club.  After a 
huge turnout of over 140 attendees last year, a light 
crowd of only 97 attendees participated in this year’s 
affair, commencing with the usual lavish cocktail hour, 
which included hors d’oeuvres as well as both hot and 
cold buffet tables.  This was followed by a dinner selec-
tion which included roast prime rib of beef, chicken 
Francese and salmon. 
 
Steve Hadjiyane, our Chapter Chairman, opened up the 
evening by briefly describing upcoming Chapter out-
ings/events and thanking the membership for its contin-
ued support and enthusiastic involvement.  Following 
this, Steve proceeded with presenting a bevy of well-
deserved awards.  The following honorees were recog-
nized: 
 

Nicholas J. Bartilucci Lifetime Achievement Award 

Rich Webber – Nassau County DPW 
 

Bob Carballeira Distinguished Service Award 

Anthony Bacchus – D&B Engineers and Architects 
 

Chapter Achievement Award 

Lars Augustin – Gannett Fleming 
 

Operator of the Year/Ernest Lisi Award 

Brian Blouin – Suffolk County DPW 
 

David B. Flaumenbaum Memorial Safety Award 

Donna Bee – Village of Northport 
 

(See Dinner Dance on page 13) 

Technology Assessment Seminar a 
Success 
     by Nick Bono 

 
This fall saw another successful Annual Technology 
Assessment Committee Seminar.  Sixty people attended 
the day-long seminar on October 8 at the UPSKY Long 
Island Hotel in Hauppauge, including a mix of opera-
tors, engineers, and other interested professionals.  Six 
hours of Operator Credits and Professional Engineer 
continuing education credits were earned by attendees. 
 
Eleven speakers shared their knowledge on the recovery 
work at Bay Park, nitrogen contamination on Long Is-
land, the Sludge 
Odor Control 
Program at Ber-
gen Point, real 
time monitoring 
with spectrome-
try, the challeng-
es and benefits 
of using wireless 
networks in wa-
ter and wastewater treatment, advances in efficiency of 
high speed turbo blowers, choosing the right flow me-
tering technology, centralized catchment of wastewater 
networks, closed vessel UV technology, alternatives for 
water clarification, and low pressure sewer systems.   
 
Breakfast, lunch, and breaks provided several opportu-
nities to network or visit vendor booths, and a network-
ing reception followed the seminar. Thanks go to the 
L.I. Chapter Technology Assessment Committee and 
chair, Nick Bono, for their work organizing the seminar, 
as well as the speakers and volunteers.  Many thanks go 
to this year’s sponsors for making the event possible:  
 
• ADS Environmental Services 
• Cameron Engineering & Associates, LLP 
• CDM Smith 
• D & B Engineers & Architects, P.C. 
• Fleet Pump & Service 
• G.A. Fleet Associates, Inc. 
• Gannett Fleming 
• G.P. Jager Inc. 
• H2M architects + engineers 
• Hayduk Engineering, LLC 
• Hazen and Sayer 
• Koester Associates, Inc. 
• PCS Pump & Process 
• TC Tech 
• Water Resources Sales & Services. 
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Long Island Brown Tide: The Year in 
Review 

 By Donna Bee 

 
2015 was a great year for the Brown Tide. This year’s 
team included Team Captain Dale Grudier, Jake Miller, 
Alec Breen, James Behr, and Coach Brian Blouin, all of 
whom work at the Bergen Point WWTP in West Baby-
lon.  The team competed 4 times this year, picking up 
many trophies along the way! Atlantic City was their 
first test, and they took 2nd place honors in the Safety, 
Collections, Pump Maintenance, and Process Control 
events with 3rd place Overall in Division 2.  This was 
NJWEA’s 100th year Anniversary Celebration and they 
really pulled out all the stops. They even put together an 
“Experienced” operator team who was dubbed team 
“Aging Infrastructure” to do a demonstration competing 
against a team of operators that were compiled from the 
current participants called Team “Composite Sample”. 
Needless to say, there were a lot of laughs and some-
how, the Aging Infrastructure guys managed to beat 
their younger counterparts!  

Next up was the NYWEA Spring meeting held in Lake 
George, where all the teams from NY State square off 
to determine who will represent our state at WEFTEC, 
the national competition. The Brown Tide pulled out all 
the stops and took 1st Place in Safety, Pump Mainte-
nance and Lab, 2nd in Collections and 1st Place Over-
all!   
 
As a final tune up for WEFTEC, the guys travelled to  

(See Brown Tide on page 13) 

Peconic Paddlers Prevail 

 By Tom Immerso 

 
Well – once again I thought the annual canoe trip had 
finally run its course as, one week prior to the trip, I had 
less than 10 people registered!  However, once again 
some late thunder struck thanks to a second ‘e-blast’ 
and some late word-of-mouth effort, getting the number 
doubled up to 20 – just in time for a terrific day on the 
Peconic River on Friday, August 14th!  Although low 
water conditions & a recent lack of rainfall required us 
to readjust our 
starting point 
about a mile fur-
ther downstream, 
we were able to 
prevail under 
clear skies (& 
warm tempera-
tures), with our 
group maneuver-
ing and meander-
ing the upper por-
tion of this estu-
ary, accompanied 
by Daniel Lewis, 
Wildlife Biolo-
gist with the 
NYSDEC, who narrated the history and ecology of the 
river system.  Due to the sparse rains of the summer, 
water depth was just sufficient to minimize extra por-
taging, enabling the crowd to cruise downstream for a 
distance of approximately 5 miles.  A light breeze and 
brisk current assisted the group in minimizing paddling.  
The only major portages necessary were for crossing 
Sunrise and Montauk Highways.  Occasional encoun-
ters with tree branches and roots lying across the nar-
rower stretches of the river made for great scenic vistas 
along the route, aided by a few early hints of fall afford-
ed by the change in color of some of the ubiquitous 
marsh plants – especially the poison ivy! 
 
The journey took us through beautiful stretches, where 
egret, heron & turtles, among other wildlife, were readi-
ly visible.  In addition, some of the younger members of 
the group took advantage of the river’s crystal clear wa-
ters by taking periodic ‘dunks’ along the way.  Follow-
ing a break for lunch at an outdoor restaurant on the 
banks of the river (the deli we had used for years finally 
closed down), the trip continued southeast to the brack-
ish estuary waters leading into Flanders Bay.  The out 

(See Peconic on page 14) 
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Royal Golf Outing 2015 
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Dinner Dance 2015 
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Brown Tide & Tech Assessment 2015 
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Clams & Cornhole (cont) 
 

ous allotments of beer and (supposedly) other assorted 
beverages.  
 
And just when you thought it couldn’t get any better, 
there was nary a glitch with power issues, bathroom 
lockouts, or – most importantly – bugs!  The games, 
which included bocce ball, horseshoes, golf chipping, 
cornhole (still Mark Wagner’s doing) and the return of 
volleyball, moved along at a brisk pace, despite the rear-
rangement of some of the game sites from last year’s 
locations (e.g., bocce ball).  The dunk tank appears to 
have been permanently retired, making current Chair-
man Steve Hadjiyane a very happy man.  Thanks to the 
continued provision of Jerry Werner’s tent, those who 
wanted to stay out of the sun for the duration of the out-
ing were able to do so.  Numerous raffle prizes were 
awarded, as well as the big 50/50 raffle, won by Keith 
Kelly’s wife, Mary Anne (both CDM) – and, for once, 
not with a ticket bought earlier the same day!  (Sorry, 
George – we’re still not buying tickets early from you!)  
Anyhow, aside from handing out the big $2,500 raffle 
prize, along with various bottles, tickets for ballgames, 
golf balls, etc. from our very generous sponsors, tro-
phies were awarded for the games as follows: 
 
BOCCE BALL  

1st Place Joe Marturano & Ed Visone 
2nd Place Matt Robinson & Stephanie Orena
                                                                                        

HORSESHOES  

1st Place Mark Wagner & Doug Haussel 
2nd Place Tom House & Tony Scibelli 
 
GOLF CHIPPING (Men) 

1st Place Tom House 
2nd Place Ken Mangarella 
 

GOLF CHIPPING  (Women) 

1st Place Alice Zimmerman 
2nd Place Kiersten Walsh 
 
CORNHOLE    

1st Place Tom House & Tony Scibelli 
2nd Place Joe Russotto & Al the Rotifer 
 
VOLLEYBALL  

1st Place Brown Tide Ops Challenge Team 
2nd Place CDM-Smith 
 
As in the past, all who took time out from their busy 
schedules to be in attendance had a great time and are 
already looking forward to next year's return to Cedar 

Creek Park. Special thanks go out to Dick Crescenzo, 
Rich Hults and the “Ops Crew” (Donna Bee, Tom 
Mortensen, Craig Carlson, ‘Birthday’ Bob Knecht, Greg 
Smith, Ty Howell, Tom Pfersching, Tim Conroy, Jim 
McConie, Jr., Gary Arman, and, especially, Anthony 
Bacchus!) for setting us up, along with Maurice Osman 
for arranging with Dennis and the Davenport Restaurant 
in Mineola to cater our affair so lavishly once again.  
Also, a big shout-out of “Thanks” goes out to all of our 
generous sponsors (see separate listing) and attendees.  
See you again next year – under equally favorable skies, 
we hope!  In the meantime, have a great – and safe – 
2016!!!  
 
 
 

CLAMBAKE SPONSORS 

 
Bancker Construction Corp. 

Cameron Engineering 
CDM Smith 
CH2M Hill 

Clear Flo Technologies, Inc. 
D&B Engineers & Architects, P.C. 

de Bruin Engineering 
Evoqua 

Fleet Pump & Service Group, Inc. 
G.A. Fleet Associates, Inc. 

G.P. Jager & Associates, Inc. 
Gannett Fleming 

H2M architects + engineers 
Harper Haines Fluid Control 

Hazen & Sawyer 
IDI – a Suez Company 
JWCE Muffin Monster 

Koester Associates  
LKB Consulting Engineers 

Maurice J. Osman 
Netzsch, Inc. 

PCS Pump & Process 
Posillico Civil, Inc.  

Quimby Equipment Co., Inc. 
R.J. Industries, Inc. 

Sewer Stewards, Inc. 
USA BlueBook 
Victaulic Co. 

WesTech Engineering 
WASTE, Inc.  
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Dinner Dance (cont) 

 
Additionally, ‘5S Shovels’ were distributed to the fol-
lowing five (5) Chapter members:  Gold – Alec Breen, 
Tim Conroy and Jim McConie; Silver – Cinar Akman; 
and Bronze – Nick Bono.  Congratulations to all of the 
award and shovel recipients! 
 
Finally, our Operations Challenge Team – the Brown 
Tide – consisting of newly appointed Captain Jake Mil-
ler, along with past Captain (& now coach, due to Brian 
Blouin’s retirement) Dale Grudier, Alec Breen, James 
Behr & new member Robert Jentz, was recognized for 
their fine showings during this past year in the State, 
Regional and, most recently, National Competition, held 
in Chicago, where they placed seventh overall out of 38 
Division II teams.  Nice going once again, guys!   
 
The evening was topped off with dancing and desert, 
inclusive of a cordials/coffee bar.  The Board’s Anthony 
Bacchus did another fine job of handling the arrange-
ments for the affair.  Our thanks go out to him, as well 
as to Steve Hadjiyane for making the arrangements with 
the excellent band, Studio G. Finally, we thank all of 
our generous sponsors for their continued support in 
making the event a success – as usual!    

 

THE LONG ISLAND CHAPTER 

NEW YORK WATER ENVIRONMENT  

ASSOCIATION 

WISHES TO THANK THE FOLLOWING 

DINNER DANCE SPONSORS 

 
 

Cameron Engineering 
CDM Smith 

Clean & Green Corp. 
Clear Flo Technologies, Inc. 

D & B Engineers & Architects, P.C. 
G.A. Fleet Associates, Inc. 

G.P. Jager & Associates, Inc. 
Gannett Fleming Engineers, P.C. 

Hazen & Sawyer 
H2M architects + engineers, P.C. 

JWC Environmental 
Koester Associates 

MetroFab 
Maurice J. Osman 

PCS Pump & Process 
Sewer Stewards, Inc. 
SUEZ Environnement 

W.A.S.T.E., Inc. 
Xylem, Inc.  

 

Brown Tide (cont) 

 
Ocean City, MD for the Tri Association Conference. 
This is where many of the top teams in the country con-
verge to get ready for the national stage. Of the 10 
teams competing, 8 went on to Nationals, 2 of which 
took First Place Overall in their respective divisions. 
Brown Tide brought home 2nd place in both the Lab 
and Collections events. 
 
Finally, on the Big Stage at the McCormick Place Con-
vention Center in Chicago, Brown Tide once again 
proved that they have the right stuff to go up against the 
very best. The guys participated in Division II along 
with 35 other teams and took 4th place in Collections, 
5th place in Pump Maintenance, and 7th place overall.  
The team would like to once again thank their many 
sponsors, without who, they could not do what they do 
so well. They also got a style upgrade thanks to the gen-
erosity of GP Jager, Inc., and GA Fleet Associates, Inc. 
As 2015 comes to a close, the team has much to be 
proud of, things to build on, and will again face person-
nel changes in the upcoming year. Brian Blouin has re-
tired from the SCDPW and has stepped down as coach 
for the team. We thank him for his years of service to 
the team as well as the DPW. Brian was honored at the 
annual Dinner Dance with a much deserved Operator of 
the Year Award.  The Captain, Dale Grudier is stepping 
back into the coaching role after a decade competing, 
and the Brown Tide will welcome its newest member, 
Robert Jentz into the fold. If you are interested in keep-
ing up with your team, you can follow them on Face-
book at https://www.facebook.com/
LongIslandBrownTide/  Best of luck for another suc-
cessful season in 2016! 

2016 WATER ENVIRONMENT  
POSTER CONTEST 

 

The public education committee will once again be 
hosting a Water Conservation Poster Contest for ele-
mentary school children. If there is a class, cub scout 
pack or girl scout group interested in participating 
please reach out to Megan Messmann, of the public edu-
cation committee. If you are a membrane interested in 
getting involved with the public education committee 
please reach out as well. The poster contest notice will 
be sent to educators/pack leaders by early March for a 

May entry date. (messmannmr@cdmsmith.com) 
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Peconic (cont) 

 
ing ended with a final 2-mile paddle, which left us in 
close proximity to the Aquarium in the heart of River-
head.  Wind and current conditions changed just enough 
to offer everyone relatively ‘smooth sailing’ to get to 
our endpoint.  Despite a long day of paddling, all 
seemed to have enjoyed themselves overall. 
 
Mostly sunny skies made for warmer-than-expected 
conditions, but a light breeze throughout the day kept us 
essentially ‘bug-free.’  The group appreciated the fact 
that they had gotten a chance to ‘cruise’ the longest riv-
er system on Long Island and to see one of the last rural 
and pristine regions that still exist here.  Unless things 
change, in 3 years, we’ll visit it again.  This is due to the 
closing of the Connetquot River to all water craft a few 
years ago, when most of the trout succumbed to a water-
borne virus.  Until then, join us in completing the ‘3-
river circuit’ that will take us to the Nissequogue River 
next year (and the Carmans River the year after that).  
Hope to see you there!  And hope to hear from everyone 
a little earlier next year!   
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New York Water Environment  
Association Long Island Chapter 

Dvirka & Bartilucci Engineers & Architects 
330 Crossways Park Drive;  Woodbury, NY  11797-2015 

2016 Long Island Chapter NYWEA Meeting and Event Schedule 

January 

Board of Directors Meeting—January 13, Davenport Restaurant, Mineola 
O&M Training Session Jan-14 

 
February 
NYWEA Annual Winter Meeting - NYC Feb 8-10          
O&M Committee Meeting                                           
Board of Directors Meeting  Feb 25 
 

March 
O&M Committee Meeting 
Board of Directors Meeting 
NYWEA Training—Bergen Point March 29 
Deadline for LI Chapter Scholarship Applications March 31 
 

April 
Industrial Wastewater Committee Seminar 
O&M Annual Golf Outing -- April-18, Towers CC 
O&M Committee Meeting 
Spring Dinner Meeting 
Board of Directors Meeting 
NYWEA State Board of Directors Meeting  
 

May 
Legislative and Regulatory Dialogue -- May-5 
Annual Spring Dinner 
O&M Committee Meeting 
Board of Directors Meeting 
 

June 
Board of Directors Meeting 
NYWEA Spring Conference—Mystic, CT 6/6-6/8 
O&M Committee Meeting 
Clambake- Cedar Creek Park, Wantagh -- June 24 
NYWEA State Board of Directors Meeting              
 

Presort Standard 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit 329 

Hicksville, NY 

Visit us at the NEW www.linywea.org for 
upcoming events, membership, committee, 
Brown Tide and scholarship info! 


