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The Long Island Chapter’s 

NEW YORK WATER ENVIRONMENT ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Water Conservation Poster Contest 
 

By Megan Messmann 
 

    

The Chapter’s Public Education Committee held its six-

teenth annual Water Conservation poster contest. The 

intent of the contest is to get kids in grades 1 through 5 

thinking and learning about how they can conserve and 

protect our water resources daily. This year the 2nd and 

3rd grade students from Amityville public school dis-

trict and the students in Cub Scout Pack 690 from St. 

William the Abbott School in Seaford participated in the 

contest. The students came up with some creative ways 

to depict the importance of water to all life and best of 

all, had fun doing it! Please reach out to Megan  

(Continued on page 5) 

Suez “Speaks” on Election Night 
 

By Tom Immerso 
 

The Chapter’s Annual Business and Election Meeting 

was held on Wed., December 7, 2016 at the festively 

decorated Fox Hollow Inn in Woodbury, with a crowd 

of some 65 members and guests in attendance, including 

a few of our ‘up and coming’ young professionals.  

Opening remarks from Steve Hadjiyane, in his swan 

song as our LI Chapter Chair, included a brief scholar-

ship report on those given out by our Chapter this year, 

as we try to encourage more ‘YP’s’ to get involved with 

our Association.  In addition, a 5S shovel and award 

were belatedly presented to those that did not attend our 

Casino Night event in late October.  The recipients 

were:  Doug Haussel – Gold Shovel and Karen  

(Continued on page 6) 
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On behalf of the Chap-

ter’s Board of Direc-

tors, the membership 

and myself, many 

thanks to Steve 

Hadjiyane for doing an 

excellent job serving as 

the Chapter Chair for 

the past two years.  

Working closely with 

Steve during those two 

years I was able to see 

first-hand how truly 

dedicated he is to the 

Chapter and to the Water Environment.  He has main-

tained many traditions, while also facilitating new and 

exciting changes.  Steve is a tough act to follow, but he 

has paved a clear path to keeping the chapter invigorat-

ed and moving forward. I look forward to working to-

gether with the Board and our new Vice Chair/

Secretary, Anthony Bacchus, to make the next two years 

a success! 

 

 

Starting last year, the Board recognized a need to be 

more active at a local level with Water Environment 

issues concerning the Long Island region.  Board mem-

bers Frank Russo and Mark Wagner worked closely 

with the State Association to develop a brochure that 

outlines many of the water quality issues facing Long 

Island.  I am proud to say that this brochure has been 

completed and approved at both the Chapter and State 

level and is ready for distribution.  A copy can be found 

on the Chapter’s website.  As a board we recognize that 

we need to be vocal about such issues and support posi-

tive actions in addressing them.  I hope to continue this 

advocacy for our local water environment.   

 

We have many exciting events planned this year as a 

chapter such as our traditional Clambake and our 2nd 

annual Casino Night.  We also have many committee 

events such as the Young Operators and Professionals 

Fishing Trip and the O&M Committee Golf Outing.  

With so much going on, there is something for every-

one. So I urge everyone to get involved and to be an 

active member of our great Chapter!   

Christopher Korzenko 

Chapter Chair 

The Chair’s Message | Winter/Spring 2017    

Ask Al the Rotifer 

 

Dear Al: 

My family and I as well as prior generations of proud and certified Protozoans dating back well over a year (3000 in 

human years) have worked in a regional wastewater treatment within an urban community.  We have become aware 

that outside of the plant’s boundaries that the country has become very divided and extremely polarized.  Issues such 

as health care, equal rights, immigration, religion and women’s rights seem to pit half the population against the oth-

er half.  It seems that the days of civilized debate are long gone.  Here at our plant all sorts of species; amoebas, para-

mecium, ciliates, rotifers and nematodes work together in harmony.   We all treat the byproducts of the poor, the rich, 

people of color, Democrats and Republicans in same professional manner.  I wish that everyone could just get along.  

What say you? 

Concerned Protozoan 

 

Dear Concerned, 

I hear ya. The human species is a strange one indeed.  They struggle day after day 

to keep their heads above the water and have little tolerance for anyone else’s 

$#*%.  Thus they argue and fight over anything and everything with no respect for 

each other’s position.  On the other hand we toil day after day under the water and 

have to deal with everyone’s $#*% irrespective of what race, color or creed gener-

ated it and we do it in a professional and caring manner.  Maybe if they spent 5 

minutes in one your facility’s aeration tanks they would have a better perspective 

on life and what’s really important in life and would start getting along with one 

another.  Just saying. 

Al 
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Sustainability Initiative 
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Chair ...................................................... Chris Korzenko 
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Tom Immerso, Chair   (516) 571-7536 
 

Industrial Wastewater 
Steve Macchio, Chair   (631) 956-7600 
 

Membership 
Peter Petriccione, Chair  (631) 756-8000 
 

Operations & Maintenance 
Tim Conroy, Chair  (631) 745-1461 

Program 
Kevin Nastos, Chair  (516) 364-9890 
 

Public Education 
Megan Messmann, Chair  (516) 496-8400 
 

Technology Assessment 
Nicholas Bono, Chair  (631) 756-8000 

Young Operators and Professionals 

Steve Hayduk, Chair  (631) 476-0600  

Social Media 

Rachel Fenwick, Chair  (516) 364-9890  
Official Chapter Photographer 

Kevin Nastos   (516) 364-9890 
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89th Annual NYWEA Meeting 
Keys on “Protecting &  
Enhancing Modern Society 

 

By Tom Immerso 
 

The 89th Annual Meeting of the NY Water Environ-

ment Association was held on February 6-8, 2017 at the 

Marriott Marquis Hotel in New York City – ending a 

mere single day prior to being hit by a major snow-

storm, which dumped more than a foot of snow on the 

Big Apple!  (This contrasted with last year, when a bliz-

zard hit us 2 weeks prior to our Conference!)  In any 

event, the meeting, being the largest Technical Confer-

ence and Exhibition in NY State, had over 1,200 at-

tendees and delivered a strong technical program, in-

cluding Federal, State and Local updates during the 

opening general session on Monday morning that 

acknowledged our committed and dedicated O&M per-

sonnel that strive to improve the vital infrastructure of 

the water quality industry on a daily basis.  In promoting 

the theme of the Conference, NYWEA is communi-

cating the fact that water resource recovery systems – 

and the people that operate, maintain and improve them 

– “protect and enhance our modern society.”  Many of 

the 26 technical sessions over the next 2-1/2 days 

touched on this topic, as well.  Additionally, a large and 

increasingly diverse exhibit hall of over 180 manufac-

turers, vendors and consulting firms provided infor-

mation on the latest equipment and services, keeping 

our membership aware of the rapidly changing technol-

ogy in our water and wastewater environment.  P.E. pro-

fessional development hours (PDH’s) and operator 

recertification credits were in high demand and applica-

ble to most of the sessions.  The Tuesday sessions were 

specifically designated for operators and young profes-

sionals/students.  Aside from the ‘Protecting & Enhanc-

ing Modern Society’ theme, other technical sessions 

included interrelated topics inclusive of Regulatory De-

velopments on Water Quality, Water Reclamation, Re-

source Recovery and Resiliency. Additional informative 

sessions addressed CSO’s re Water Quality & Public 

Education and Information Technology & Automation.  

Finally, the highly successful University Research Fo-

rum involving the 16th annual student paper competi-

tion and a new poster session proved interesting and  
(Continued on page 7) 

NYS Assemblyman Steve  
Englebright Serves as Guest  
Speaker at Spring Meeting 

 

By Tom Immerso 
 
The Chapter’s Annual Spring Meeting was held on 

April 12th, 2017 at the Watermill Restaurant in Smith-

town, attracting a nice crowd of some 71 attendees, in-

cluding students and aspiring Young Professionals. New 

Chair Chris Korzenko served as ‘emcee’ in covering the 

evening’s program, capped off by introducing NYS As-

semblyman Steve Englebright, Chair of the Assembly 

Environmental Conservation Committee, as our guest 

speaker.  Mr. Englebright spoke principally of his sup-

portive endeavors to help preserve Long Island’s water 

quality, in-

clusive of 

introducing 

innovative 

public policy 

to help shape 

laws relevant 

to health and 

the environ-

ment both at 

present and 

for future 

generations.  

Accordingly, 

he has man-

aged to ap-

propriate 

some $2.5 

billion dol-

lars of fund-

ing for NYS for 2017-2018 under the Clean Water In-

frastructure Program Act in this regard. In addition, the 

Assemblyman has also successfully pushed for estab-

lishment of the NYS Pine Barrens Protection Act and is 

a leading proponent of ‘going green’ – utilizing clean, 

renewable energy sources, inclusive of solar and wind 

power.  This funding represents a significant ‘first step’ 

in leveraging investment in overall water quality im-

provements while providing increased value in NY 

State’s – and, specifically, Long Island’s – well-being 

concerning public and environmental health.  Among 

other things, $75 million has been earmarked for up 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

 

Messmann (messmannmr@cdmsmith.com) if there is interest in participating in next year’s contest or becoming ac-

tive in the public education committee. Photos of the winning posters shown in order are 1st Place, J. Augustin, 2nd 

Place R. Nicole, and 3rd Place M. Johnson.  
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Giordano – David B. Flaumenbaum Memorial Safety 

Award.  Congratulations to both! 

 

After being introduced by our Chair, Mr. Sunil Mehta, 

Suez’s Director of Engineering, spoke of his company’s 

involvement as Operators of Nassau County’s 

Wastewater Treatment Facilities, in focusing on energy 

independence via biomass recovery, specifically ad-

vanced anaerobic digestion in process control.  Among 

the sustainability topics he touched upon were: energy 

stress due to declining resources, climate change, re-

newable energy sources and enhanced effluent quality 

requirements.   

 

Prior to the dinner, Steve Hearl, serving as Nominating 

Committee Chair, announced the following slate of of-

ficers for 2017, which was approved unanimously by 

the membership: 

 

Position Term  Candidate 

Vice Chair/Secretary 2017-2018  A. Bacchus 

NYWEA State Rep. 2017   G. Desmarais  

Director 2017-2019  G. Levasseur  

Director 2017-2019  B. Blouin 

Director  2017-2019  C. Akman  

 

We welcome our new Directors, Greg, Brian and Cinar 

as youth is served in filling some of the Board’s posi-

tions.  In addition, Anthony has stepped up as our new 

VC/S while George is filling in for a year as our State 

Rep.  We thank Tom and Gary for their many years of 

service as Board members and last, but not least, we 

thank Mark for doing a fine job of representing our 

Chapter as our State Representative.   

 

Guests in attendance included members of our talented 

and successful Operators Challenge Team, The Brown 

Tide, which represented LI well in the WEF National 

Operators Challenge, held in ‘Nawlins this past October.  

A nice touch was provided by incoming Chair Chris 

Korzenko in recognizing and thanking our outgoing 

Chair for his fine work in the ‘hot seat’ over the past 

two (2) years. 

 

The evening closed with a special holiday raffle - with 

many gift baskets and bottles of wine provided by our 

very generous sponsors.  Various cash prizes were of-

fered as well.  Congrats to all the winners!  One hour of 

operator recertification credit was applied for by the 

Association and will be applicable. Kudos goes out to 

Anthony for once again doing a bang-up job in making 

the arrangements and coordinating everything to make 

the night its usual success. Finally, a special note of 

thanks goes out to all of our raffle and event sponsors 

for the evening, which included: 

 

CAMERON ENGINEERING 

HARPER HAINES 

CDM SMITH 

HAYDUK ENGINEERING 

CLEAR FLO TECHNOLOGIES 

H2M ARCHITECTS + ENGINEERS 

D&B ENGINEERS & ARCHITECTS 

KOESTER ASSOCIATES 

DAVE HEINER ASSOCIATES 

PCS PUMP & PROCESS 

GA FLEET 

VICTAULIC 

GANNETT FLEMING 

WASTE INC. 
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timely while the Young Professionals’ session regard-

ing Creating Resilient Infrastructure / Odor Control was 

effective in specifically addressing digesters & pump 

stations.   

 

The Awards Luncheon on Wednesday served to recog-

nize those individuals and institutions within both the 

WEF and the NYWEA who have worked diligently to 

ensure the protection of our water environment.  The 

Long Island Chapter was once again well-represented 

with past Chapter & State President Fotios Papami-

chael, along with Chapter Operator Rep Dick Crescen-

zo, Chapter Treasurer Roy Zimmerman & former Bel-

grave STP Chief Operator Frank Bridges receiving the 

WEF Lifetime Membership Award, with an additional 

WEF Award – Arthur Sidney Bedell – going to John 

Fortin, who currently serves as Senior WEF Delegate 

on the NYWEA Executive Board as well as ‘Captain’ 

of the State Operations Challenge.  Lastly, Craig Carl-

son & ‘Birthday’ Bob Knecht were acknowledged for 

being the newest members of WEF’s Quarter Century 

Operators’ Club.  On the WEA end, our Chapter was 

also duly recognized with Steve Hadjiyane, past Chap-

ter Chair, receiving the Environmental Engineer Award, 

Walter Dobkowski (Suez-NA) being the recipient of the 

Ernest R. Carroll Safety Award, past Chair & State Rep 

Mark Wagner, for the John Chester Brigham Award, 

and current Vice-Chair/Secretary Anthony Bacchus, 

recognized for the Young Professionals Award.  Lastly, 

Nick Bartilucci, founding partner of D&B as well as 

past Chapter & State President (and State Treasurer) 

was recognized posthumously for his many years of 

meritorious service to both the Federation & the NY 

Association.  Congratulations to all of our recipients for 

their exceptional effort and representation of both our 

Federation and NY Association! 

 

Seeing as perhaps the most important aspect of the 

Conference is the opportunity for members to interact 

and discuss environmental issues facing our profession, 

an Exhibitor Reception was held on Monday night in an 

effort to allow attendees additional time to spend with 

the exhibitors/vendors.  On Tuesday night, the Young 

Professionals held an ‘open’ Committee Reception – 

regardless of age and experience!  Similarly, a ‘generic 

hospitality reception’ arranged by various consulting 

firms, contractors and vendors/manufacturers afforded 

attendees the opportunity to meet with past and present 

colleagues and business associates.  Lastly, the oppor-

tunity to have various committees and chapters interre-

late was afforded through a New Member “Meet ’n 

Greet” and SSSSS Members Meeting for all ‘shovel 

holders.’ 

 

Finally, all Scholarship Fund Contributors (corporate 

and individual) were recognized via a prominent display 

board for their financial support during the Phase I 

(1999-2004) and Phase II (2005-2010) periods.  The 

newly-initiated Phase III Campaign Fund continues to 

solicit corporate and individual pledges and contribu-

tions as either a renewal of your prior commitment or a 

new donation in an effort to keep the funding momen-

tum growing. It is anticipated that, with your help, this 

program will allow NYWEA to grant $50,000 per year 

in scholarships.  If you would like to make a donation or 

obtain further information, please contact Patricia Cerro

-Reehil at (315) 422-7811. 

New Members 
 

Nicole Adrion 

Michael Alfieri 

Lori Anne DeLulio Casdia 

Robert Gantzer 

Damaris Guillermo 

Saskiha Hoyte 

Eric Jeter 

Michelle Lamberson 

Yurong Li 

Zahra Maleki Shahraki 

Rasool Malik 

Michael Martin 

John Michalak 

Adam Remick 

Kathy Hogan 

Ben Liang 

Daniel Eida 

David Colucci 

Rachel Fenwick  

Maciej Buko 
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(Continued from Page 4) 

grades and replacements of aged septic systems and cesspools, which will help further the protection of groundwater 

in LI’s sole source aquifers.  Being a staunch advocate of this action, Mr. Englebright remains deeply involved with 

increasing the scope of this work while furthering legislative action endorsing financial support.  Hopefully, this ven-

ture will continue to pick up steam in the coming years.  He closed by stating that with professional organizations 

such as NYWEA, he has every confidence we will succeed.     

 

The evening culminated with an extensive raffle of door prizes, inclusive of liquor bottles, baseball tickets and golf 

items, donated by the many generous firms in attendance.  A handful of small 50/50 cash prizes were awarded as 

well.   Our list of sponsors for the evening included the following firms: Cameron Engineering, CDM Smith, Clear 

Flo Technologies, D&B, Fleet Pump & Service Group, Inc., GA Fleet Associates, Gannett Fleming, GP Jager, Inc., 

H2M, Harper Haines Fluid Control, Hydro-Action Onsite Wastewater Systems, JWC Muffin Monster, Koester Asso-

ciates, Inc., LKB, Metrofab, Sewer Stewards, Inc. & WASTE, Inc.  Many thanks to all the sponsors who generously 

donated prizes for our meeting.  

 

On an educational note, please note that one (1) hour of Operator’s Recertification Credit was applied for regarding 

attendance at this meeting. (Unfortunately, PDH’s were not approved).  And lastly, special thanks go out to Anthony 

Bacchus and Kevin Nastos for successfully making all the arrangements for our meeting as well as to Frank Russo, 

our ‘staff photographer,’ who was successful in bringing Assemblyman Englebright to our function.  Hope to see eve-

ryone at our next big Chapter event – the Annual Clambake – set for Friday, June 23rd at Cedar Creek Park.  Be 

there! See photos from the Spring Meeting, below.  
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1Professional
Dues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $203.00

1AYoung
Professional (< 35)

Dues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $70.00
Membership Dues Include:

• Clear Waters
• Currents (Online News)
• Highlights
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• WE&T
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______________ $__________
______________ $__________
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Dues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.00
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• Currents (Online News)
• Highlights
• WE&T

Add-On Options:
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Periodical Cost
______________ $__________
______________ $__________
______________ $__________

Total . . . . . . . . . . $ _________

6Dual
Dues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
Membership Dues Include:

• Clear Waters
• Currents (Online News)

Total . . . . . . . . . . $ _________

7NYWEA
Affiliate

Dues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $80.00
Membership Dues Include:

• Clear Waters
• Currents (Online News)

Includes no WEF benefits.

Total . . . . . . . . . . $ _________
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(Professional Wastewater

Operator)

Dues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $121.00
Membership Dues Include:

• Clearwaters
• Currents (Online News)
• Highlights
• WE&T

Add-On Options:
(See below)

Periodical Cost
______________ $__________
______________ $__________
______________ $__________

Total . . . . . . . . . . $ _________

Payment Options:
Membership Amount  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ _______________

Optional Scholarship Contribution . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ _______________

Total Enclosed . . $ _______________ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _______________

Charge My: Visa       MasterCard       AMEX
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Signature: 

Check Enclosed (made payable to NYWEA)

Send application and payment to:
Peter Petriccione, P.E.  c/o Gannett Fleming
100 Crossways Park West, Suite 300, Woodbury, NY 11797

Add-On Options:
One or more of the following WEF periodicals may be ADDED to your membership package if they are not
already included. Please enter the Periodical and Cost in the allocated spaces above.

TSOCNOITPIRCSEDSLACIDOIREP
Water Environment &
Technology/OPS Forum 00.55$ytilauq retaw lareneG
WEF Research 00.58$enilnO–hcraeser ytilauq retaW
WEF Research 

Water quality research–online
WEF Research Water quality research–Print plus Online $130.00

World Water $75.00
WEF Watch WERW State of changes in laws & regulations online $50.00

NYWEA • 525 Plum Street, Suite 102, Syracuse, NY 13204 • 315/422-7811 • www.nywea.org

Membership Application

World Water: Water Reuse &
  Desalination

$55.00

World Water: Stormwater
  Management

$55.00

   V-Code: 
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2017 Long Island Chapter NYWEA Meeting and Event Schedule 

 

June 
 Clambake, Cedar Creek Park, Wantagh, June 23, 2017 

 LI Board of Directors Meeting - TBD 

 O&M Committee Meeting - TBD 

July 
 NYWEA CHAPEX - July 19 

 O&M Golf Outing - July 26 

 O&M Committee Meeting - TBD 

 Environmental Science Trip w/ Met Chapter - TBD 

 LI Board of Directors Meeting - TBD 

 Summer Social at Captain Bill's - TBD 

August 

 Environmental Science Committee - Canoe Trip - Aug 11 or 18 

 O&M Committee Retreat - Ocean Beach - TBD 

 YP Fishing Trip - TBD 

 O&M Committee Meeting - TBD 

 LI Board of Directors Meeting - TBD 

September 

 NYWEA State Board of Directors Meeting - Sept 12 

 O&M Committee Meeting - TBD 

 O&M Committee Meet and Greet - TBD 

 LI Board of Directors Meeting - TBD 

October 

 Deadline NYWEA Award Nominations - Oct 1 

 WEFTEC - Oct 1-4 

 Royal Golf Outing, Hamlet Country Club, Commack, NY - Oct 16 

 O&M State Sponsored - Innovative Treatment for Meeting Lower Level Nutrients - Oct 19 

 O&M Committee Meeting - TBD 

 Technology Assessment Committee Seminar Sheraton, Hauppauge - TBD 

 LI Board of Directors Meeting - TBD 

 Casino Night Dinner - TBD 

November 

 NYWEA State Board of Directors Meeting - Nov 15 

 O&M Committee Meeting - TBD 

 LI Board of Directors Meeting - TBD 

December 

 O&M Committee Meeting - TBD 

 Election Night Dinner - Fox Hollow CC - TBD 

 LI Board of Directors Meeting - Post Office, Babylon - TBD 




