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GREAT WEATHER RESULTS IN RECORD 

TURNOUT FOR CLAMBAKE! 

 

By Tom Immerso 
 
For once, the weather gods were on the side of NY-
WEA attendees – 192 of them! – at the Long Island 
Chapter's Annual Clambake, held on Friday, June 21st 
at Cedar Creek Park in Wantagh. A perfect evening 
resulted in an enjoyable and successful outing as the 

(See Clambake on page 5) 

Digester 

‘ANOTHER GREAT DAY ON THE               

NISSEQUOGUE RIVER!  

 
By Tom Immerso  

 
Some twenty-four enthusiastic and intrepid canoeists 
endured a long but otherwise beautiful day on the pris-
tine Nissequogue River in King’s Park at this year's 
annual Environmental Sciences Committee outing, held 
on August 23rd.  Although conditions were mostly clear 
with a light breeze, an excessive lunar flood tide made 
conditions a bit tenuous when crossing under some of 
the bridges.  However, everyone successfully complet-
ed their course in ‘canoe limbo’ and was able to enjoy a 
slow-paced paddle along the upper portion of the river, 
spotting blue heron, egrets, osprey, swans, etc.  The 
breeze and tidal conditions became minimized once we 
entered the lower stretches of the river, enabling us to 
make it to our Landing Ave. Park lunch site by around 
noon.  As forecast, the wind began to lay down in the 
afternoon, affording us the opportunity for a relaxing 

(See Canoe on page 9) 
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This spring I attended the NYWEA Spring Technical Conference and Exhibition. 
It was held in Syracuse, NY. on June 3-5 2013. I attended the State Board of Di-
rectors Meeting on Sunday. The new State President, Mark Koester, invited me to 
attend. I was well informed on what’s going on with all the chapters and commit-
tees throughout the state. Also attending the meetings were Steve Fangmann, and 
Rich Hults. I am proud to announce the next Spring Meeting will be held on Long 
Island in 2014. The Local (LI) Board of Directors and sub-committee are looking 
into events, outings and getting ready for the Operations Challenge Teams compe-
tition. Our very own Steve Fangmann will be President of the Association in 2014. On to local events in this issue 
you will see articles on the Spring Meeting and Environmental Science Committee’s trip. The Environmental Sci-
ence Committee had a great time on a whale watching trip and a good time was had by all. The O &M Committee 
held their annual Golf Outing at Towers Country Club on May 16, 2013 and had a nice turnout and great weather. 
Gary Arman did a fantastic job of setting up the event. The Young Professionals Annual Fishing trip was held on 
August 1, 2013 at Captree Boat Basin. 
 
The Operations Challenge team from Long Island - the Brown Tide - once again did a wonderful job. The team 
placed second in the State and is going to the Nationals in October in Chicago, Illinois. The Team members are Dale 
Grudier, Brian Blouin, Pat Scanlon, Aaron Adesso, and Jake Miller. I was roped into judging the Collections event at 
Syracuse and had a lot of fun. There were also some judges from our Chapter that attended the Spring Meeting and 
helped out with the events. Roy Zimmerman and Dick Cresenzo helped out with the pump event and Rich Hults 
judged the safety event. If you haven’t seen an Operators Challenge Team event, take the time to see one. It’s a lot of 
fun and all the events are completed in a minute’s time. 
 
The Annual Clambake, held on June 21, 2013, had a record turnout and the weather was perfect. I wanted to thank 
Anthony Bacchus for a wonderful job with the program. Anthony is always right there when you need him. The Op-
erations & Maintenance Committee also gets special thanks. These guys and girls get there early in the morning and 
set everything up so we can enjoy the events when everyone arrives. The Members are Bob Knecht (Chairman), 
Donna Bee (Secretary), Gary Arman, Craig Carlson, Tim Conroy, Bill Howe, Rich Hults, Charlie Kayton, Jim 
McConie Jr and Sr, Roy Zimmerman, Greg Smith, Tom Pfersching, and Maggie Pietrzak. 
 
I just wanted to say the Long Island Chapter’s Board of Directors is a hard working Board. They all get together and 
work hard as a team. We are the most active Chapter in the State. We have many informative seminars and fun func-
tions you can attend. We’re a strong Chapter…and proud of it. 

THE CHAIR’S MESSAGE    Greg Smith 

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 

CORNER 
 

By Bill Nylic 
 

 

On Friday September 6th, 2013 
the Young Professionals and Op-
erators held its 1st Annual Soft-
ball gam at Cedar Creek Park. 
The event was well attended with 
about 16 people. The night was 
filled with beer, bats and a few 
bombs. 
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  NEW MEMBERS     by Peter Petriccione 

CAPTREE FISHING ADVENTURE 
By Greg Levasseur 

 
The New York Water Environment Association’s LI Chapter Young Professionals and Operators Committee 
held its annual fishing trip out of Captree State Park on August 1, 2013 on the Yankee III. This year a crew 
of 55 braved the elements and enjoyed an afternoon out on the water.  The boat ventured out into the inlet 
and worked its way back in the bay to the bridges for about four hours and had lots of laughs, food, and sun – 
not to mention fluke & sea robins (but mostly throw backs).  The ‘crew’ consisted of members of the follow-
ing organizations: 
 
 - Nassau County DPW   - Suffolk County DPW   - Waste Incorporated 
- Gannett Fleming   - D&B     - H2M   
- CDM Smith    - LKB     - HAKS 
- GA Fleet     - PCS      - NYC DEP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The largest keeper fluke and pool winner was caught by Matt Buinoch of WASTE Inc., with a 21-1/2", 3.5 
lb. fish. The trip was a great success and a great time had by all those aboard. A special note of thanks and 
appreciation goes out to Lars Augustin and Greg Levasseur for organizing and coordinating another success-
ful trip – great job, guys!    

Sweety Christian 
D&B Engineers & Architects, 

PC 
  Garry O'Halloran 

D&B Engineers & Archi-

tects, PC 

Alda Susanna Guido     Michael Bloom Brady Risk Environmental 

Pradeep Ryaprolu     Sean McCabe Town of Riverhead 

Ryan Grosskopf Black & Veatch   Frank Mancini 
Brookhaven National La-

boratory 

Carolyn Shah Moehringer CSM Engineering P.C.   Scott Newton 
Brookhaven National La-

boratory 

Taha Alam The City College of New York   Al Zamora Hach Company 

David Lopez      
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huge crowd took part in the food fest, knocking off gen-
erous servings of burgers, hot dogs, sausage and pep-
pers, kielbasa, spare ribs, chicken, clams on the half 
shell, fish salad, corn, salad, cake, etc., along with copi-
ous allotments of beer and other assorted beverages! 

(Clambake from page 1)  
Following an 11th hour glitch where CC Park notified 
us that there would be no power at our picnic site that 
evening, arrangements were quickly made for a porta-
ble generator to be brought over by the CC plant guys.  
Once ‘hooked up,’ it was business as usual.  The games, 
which included volleyball, bocce ball, horseshoes and 
golf chipping, moved along at a brisk pace, despite the 
rearrangement of some of the game sites as a result of 
offseason plantings of new trees in our previous horse-
shoe pits!  The dunk tank was a non-event due to an 
alleged ‘flushing malfunction.’    Thanks to the provi-
sion of Jerry Werner’s tent (who actually showed up 
this year, for his birthday of course!) we were able to 
stay out of the sun for the duration of the outing, award-
ing numerous raffle prizes as well as the big 50/50 raf-
fle, won by Joe Riccardi of the Met Chapter’s Ops 
Challenge Team on a ticket he bought earlier that day!  
It pays to buy tix late, I guess…  Anyhow, aside from 
handing out the big $2,500 raffle prize, along with vari-
ous bottles, tickets and golf balls from our very gener-
ous sponsors, trophies were awarded for the games as 
follows: 
 
 
    VOLLEYBALL  R     1st Place   R   CDM Smith  
                                       2nd Place  R   Belgrave WPCD 
 
  
 

(See Clambake on page 6) 
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G.A. Fleet Associates 

Gannett Fleming, P.C. 

G.P. Jager & Associates, Inc. 

H2M Group 

Hazen & Sawyer 

JWCE Muffin Monster  

Lockwood, Kessler & Bartlett, Inc. 

Maurice Osman 

Metrofab 

PCS Pump & Process  

Quimby Equipment Co., Inc. 

Victaulic Co.  

W.A.S.T.E., Inc. 

 

 
BOCCE BALL  R       1st Place   R      Joe Marturano 
&       ‘Yours Truly’ 
                           2nd Place  -    Kyle Crescendo & 
                 Matt Rubinson 
 
 HORSESHOES  R      1st Place   R   Bill Howe & 
           Tom Pfershing 
                                     2nd Place   R    Roy & Bob    
              Zimmerman  
 
GOLF CHIPPING -      1st Place   R     Ed Visone 
             (MEN)              2nd Place   -     Joe Massaro 
  
GOLF CHIPPING -       1st Place   R     Debbie Samu  
           (WOMEN)          2nd Place   R     Maxine Crys-
tal 
 
     
As in the past, all who took time out from their busy 
schedules to be in attendance had a great time and are 
already looking forward to next year's return to Cedar 
Creek Park. Special thanks go out to Dick Crescenzo, 
Rich Hults and the “Ops Crew” (Donna Bee, John 
Keating, Matt Schreiber, ‘Birthday’ Bob Knecht, Greg 
Smith, Ty Howell, Tom Pfersching, Billy Prince, Gary 
Arman, and especially, Anthony Bacchus!) for setting 
us up, Maurice Osman for arranging with Dennis and 
the Davenport Restaurant in Mineola to cater our affair 
so lavishly once again, and Dennis Koehler and ‘semi-
retired’ Joe Baader - for simply showing up & enjoying 
themselves after turning the reins over to Anthony this 
year!  (You guys deserve it!)  Also, to ‘Mr. Werner,’ for 
providing his tent, (along with gracing us with his pres-
ence and taking time to come down from his upstate 
retirement home!), and, of course, all of our generous 
sponsors and attendees.  See you again next year – un-
der (hopefully) equally favorable skies!  In the mean-
time, hope everyone had a great summer!!!  
    

 *     *     *     * 
 

CLAMBAKE SPONSORS 
 

Cameron Engineering & Assoc., LLP 

CDM Smith 

Clean Air & Water Engineers, PLLC 

Clear Flo Technologies 

Dvirka & Bartilucci, Engineers & Architects, P.C. 

de Bruin Engineering, P.C. 

(Clambake from page 5) 

O&M COMMITTEE GOLF OUTING 

 
 The O&M Committee had another successful golf out-
ing back in May.  A great time was had by all.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictured are Donna Bee and our Chapter Chairman 
Greg Smith. 
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The New York Water Environment Association, Long Island Chapter 
Gannett Fleming, 100 Crossways Park, Suite 300, Woodbury, NY 11797 - (516) 671-8440 

Applicant Information (Applicant must be a resident of New York State) 

 
Name: ______________________________________________ Phone: (______)______-_______ 

Street Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ____________ Zip Code: ___________________ 

E-Mail: __________________________________________ Date of Birth: ______/______/______ 

County: _____________________ Social Security: ______-____-______          Female           Male 

 
 
School Information 
 

Name of School: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Anticipated Graduation Date: ____________________ Grade Point Average: _______________________ 

SAT / ACT Score: _______________________________ Class Rank: __________ out of ____________ 

Honors or Awards Received: _____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extracurricular Activities: ________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hobbies: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Education Goals: ______________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Career Goals: _______________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Current Employer, if any: _______________________________________________________________ 

Hours per week: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Please specify college or university you will be attending, or if still unknown, schools applied to: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Intended Major: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Other Scholarship Information 

 

Long Island Chapter Scholarship Application 

(All blanks must be filled in or else application will be deemed incomplete) 

Please tear off and submit with appropriate materials 
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Are you the recipient of any other scholarship this year  Yes     No 
 
If yes, please list from which organization(s) and the amounts: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Essay Questions 
 

Please complete responses to each of the following questions. It will be necessary to use separate 
sheets of paper, since your response to each question should be 500 to 600 words. Please type 
your responses. Points will be deducted if responses are not typed. 
 
ANSWER ‘A’ AND EITHER NUMBER 1 OR 2. 
 
A. It has been said that water is the most precious commodity which we have. Describe what per-
sonal efforts and initiatives you might take or have taken to help ensure the protection of this re-
source for future generations. 
 
1. What actions have you taken to affect or initiate change with respect to the environment? 
 
2. Describe how your career choice would positively impact the environment? 

 
Certification and Release Authorization 
 

The following information must be completed for the applicant to be considered for scholarship awards. 
 

I certify this information is true, complete and accurate. I also authorize the release of this information to 
confirm and/or verify this application. 

 
Student’s Signature: ______________________________________ Date: ______/______/______ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________ Date: ______/______/______ 

 
Checklist: 
 

For a submission to be considered for a scholarship, it must be complete. Fax applications will not be 
accepted. The following items are all required: 
 
Complete and sign application. Please type or print neatly. All blanks filled in. Please attach to the completed 
application the following information: 
 

1. Requested essays. 
2. Official school transcript (copies not accepted). 
3. A minimum of two letters of recommendation, one must be from a teacher; the others must be from 

someone not related to the applicant. 
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swim (although the water was a bit on the chilly 
side!).  Being the second longest river system on Long 
Island (after the Peconic), the group benefitted (?!) from 
the exercise and fresh air in completing the nearly ten-
mile round-trip trek, along with the beautiful scenery 
the river’s shores had to offer.   

The full-day trip included a tour of both the upper and 
lower portions of the river, which starts as a saltwater 
estuary in King’s Park and runs south to the brackish 
and, eventually, fresh waters near Route 25 that served 
as a refreshing swimming hole for our group.  Since we 
caught all of the incoming tide, the high water required 
no portages - just ducking under the crossbars of the 
bridges going under some of the local roads!  Kevin 
Jennings and Andrew Walker of the NYSDEC accom-
panied us and spoke at length about the ecology of the 
river as well as its indigenous species of plants, fish and 
aquatic birds, of which the latter were especially evi-
dent throughout the day, primarily snowy egrets.  A 
‘promise’ by the DEC of finding some terrapin turtles 
even materialized in the form of some snapping turtles 
which were discovered adjacent to the dock at Landing 

(Canoe from page 1) Ave. Park!  Although the river appears healthy and the waters 
clean and, for the most part, clear, noticeable encroachment 
of invasive plant species such as Phragmites (marsh reed) 
was evident – especially in comparison to our last outing on 
this river dating back 3 years ago to 2010.  
The day ended with the group leisurely canoeing the last leg 
of the trip back to our starting point, which is now just south 

of the Old Dock Inn, in Nissequogue State Park.  Our group 
may have been tired, but there was no doubt that each of us 
enjoyed a great day on the water along with some fantastic 
(and bug-free - courtesy of the breeze!)  weather and fresh 
air. 
 
Next year's trip will hopefully take us to probably the most 
pristine river system on Long Island, although not quite the 
size of the Nissequogue - the Connetquot River.  The WEA is 
one of a select group of environmental organizations permit-
ted on this river, and the trip will be inclusive of a tour of the 
trout hatchery (if reopened by then) and old gristmill within 
its boundaries.  If not, the Carmen’s River will be our tar-
get.  Hopefully, everyone will be ready to endure their next 
water test by then!  Hope to see you on the water next Au-
gust! 
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THERE SHE BLOWS  

(WELL NOT QUITE) 

 
By Tom Immerso 

 

After putting together a motley crew of buccaneers 
from the LI & Met Chapters, the day finally arrived for 
our 1st Annual Whale Watch Outing out of Breezy 
Point, Brooklyn.  With ‘First Mates’ Tom Immerso (LI) 
and Joe Habib (Met Chapter) keeping a sharp eye out 
for potential mutineers, the 100’ American Princess set 
sail at noon on June 27th under hazy, overcast 
skies.  Luck was with us, however, as dry conditions 
prevailed throughout the afternoon.  Our mission: to 
seek out humpback whales that migrate within a few 
miles of our southern shores during the summer 
months.  Our strategy was to traverse the area from 
Lower NY Harbor out ~ 5 miles from shore.   

The voyage out was, for the most part, easygoing, with 
light wind conditions creating soft groundswells.  Un-
der the capable tutelage of Capt. Tom Palladino and 
Marine Biologist Paul Sieswerda (formerly of the NY 
Coney Island Aquarium), we were soon drifting over 
patches of ocean that appeared to be ‘boiling’ just be-
low the surface, readily identified by the numerous sea-
birds diving above.  Hoping that we had located some 
humpbacks, we were instead provided with a first-hand 
look at a school of dolphin, churning the water in their 
quest for baitfish.  This scene was repeated several 
times at various locations, but our search for hump-
backs continued.  Hearing the interesting narrative giv-
en by Paul, we were all eager for a chance to see our 
quarry up close, but – alas – to no avail!  More sight-
ings of dolphin, bass, blues, etc. continued, but, unfor-
tunately, no whales at all! 
 

 
 
 
Since our time at sea only lasted until 4 PM, we were 
soon on our way back to port.  Although there was a 
degree of disappointment that we never did see any 
humpbacks, we all came to realize that there are much 
worse ways to spend a summer afternoon (work comes 
to mind!).  Capt. Tom was gracious enough to give eve-
ryone a discounted return pass to try the outing again a 
little later in the summer when, perhaps, the whales 
might be a bit more accommodating.  All in all, the en-
tire crew still had an enjoyable day on the water – with 
nary a mutineer in sight.  The quest will undoubtedly 
continue in the years to come.  Perhaps the call of 
“There She Blows” will pierce the air next time!  
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OCTOBER 

 
October 1   -  Deadline NYWEA Award Nominations 
October 6-9 -  WEFTEC - Chicago, IL 
October 16 -  Board of Directors Meeting 
October 17  -  Royal Golf Outing 
October 23 -  NYWEA Training - Portable Pumps - Bergen Point STP 
October 25 -  2013 Dinner Dance - Woodbury Country Club   
 

NOVEMBER 

 
November 14 -  O & M Committee Meeting 
November 20 -  NYWEA Training - DMR's - Bergen Point STP 
November      -  Industrial Wastewater Committee Seminar  
November     -  Board of Directors Meeting   
November     -  NYWEA State Board of Directors Meeting 
 
DECEMBER 

 
December 3  -  Election Night Dinner - Fox Hollow Country Club 
December 12  -  O & M Committee Meeting 
December   -  Board of Directors Meeting 
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