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ELECTION NIGHT FAREWELL FOR BERT 

STIPE 

By Tom Immerso 
 

The Chapter’s Annual Business and Election Meeting 
was held on Tues., December 3, 2013 at the Fox Hol-
low Inn in Woodbury, with a crowd of some 73 enthu-
siastic members and guests in attendance, including a 
nice showing of young professionals.  Despite the over-
all nature of the meeting, the night was split between 
Bert Stipe’s Board resignation/retirement and an update 
on the status of the Sandy-battered Bay Park STP, giv-
en by Nassau County DPW Commissioner Shila Shah-
Gavnoudias, P.E.  Bert was recognized by the Chapter 

(See Election Night on page 6) 

Digester 

86TH ANNUAL NYWEA MEETING KEYS ON 

“UTILITIES OF THE 21ST CENTURY” 
 

By Tom Immerso  
 

The 86th Annual Meeting of the NY Water Environment 
Association was held on February 4-6, 2014 at the Mar-
riott Marquis Hotel in New York City – this time coin-
ciding with a Giants/Jets-free Super Bowl being hosted 
‘next door’ at Met Life Stadium!  The logistics of 
‘people-moving’ required us to slide the Conference 
back one day, running Tues. to Thurs. instead of the 
traditional Mon. to Wed. format.  As usual, the Confer-
ence was well-attended and delivered a strong technical 
program, including Federal, State and Local updates 
during the opening general session on Monday morning 
that focused on “Net Zero to Net Positive” Utility En-
hancements.  Instead of wastewater treatment plants 
simply being regarded as ‘disposal facilities,’ they are 
now considered ‘resource recovery facilities,’ as we 
strive to reduce our carbon footprint in the quest for 
long-term sustainability.  Many of the 23 technical ses-
sions over the next 2-1/2 days touched on this issue, as 
well.  New this year was the Pre-Conference Workshop 
(held on Monday), which addressed “Preparation for 
climate change impacts to wastewater infrastructure in 
coastal communities.”  Additionally, a large and in-
creasingly diverse exhibit hall of over 180 manufactur-
ers, vendors and consulting firms provided information 
on the latest equipment and services, keeping our mem-
bership aware of the rapidly changing technology in our 
water and wastewater environment.  P.E. professional 
development hours (PDH’s) and operator recertification 

(See NYWEA Winter Meeting on page 12) 

Chapter Chair Greg Smith with NCDPW Commissioner 

Shila Shah-Gavnoudias 
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This past winter I attended the Winter Meeting at the Marriot Marquis. The 
weather wouldn’t let up with lots of ice and snow. It was a great turn out for the 
vendors and all the workshops. I attended the Awards Luncheon where Steve 
Fangmann became the State Association President. Janice McGovern received 
the Emmeline Moore Award. Mr. Robert J Breslin received the Uhl T. Mann 
Award. Additionally, Rich Webber received the Environmental Engineer Award 
while Chris Murphy was presented with the Public Education Award. All were 
presented with the Awards at the Winter Meeting. The Spring Meeting went off 
as a huge success. Suffolk County Legislator William R. Spencer spoke about “Suffolk County Sewer Infrastruc-
ture and Funding.” He did an excellent job and was very informal. The Spring Technical Conference and Exhibi-
tion on June 2-4, 2014 at the Hyatt Regency in Hauppauge was a great success. I wanted to especially thank 
Dave Barnes and George Desmarais for getting all the committees together to make this a special event. The 
offsite events were terrific for the people who haven’t visited Long Island. There was an evening boat cruise af-
ter dinner at the Snapper Inn on the Great South Bay. Our Operators Challenge Team, the Brown Tide, came in 
second place in the State competition and will be heading to New Orleans for to the Nationals. I would like to 
thank Donna Bee for setting up the invitational event. Great job team captain Dale Grudier, Brian Blouin, Alec 
Breen (new member), Jake Miller, and Aaron Adesso. 
 
The vendors in the Hyatt Ballroom enjoyed being able to watch the Challenge Team competitions while they 
were ‘competing’ for sales. There were many interesting presentations on projects after Hurricane Sandy along 
with various engineering firms showing all the improvements being done after the storm. Also on display were 
the upgrades being done on the Waste water Treatment Plants throughout the Counties. 
 
I would like to offer a special thanks to Rich Hults for his years of serving as being State Representative and 
helping out with the O&M Committee on Training Events and videotaping of vendor Training and Safety Semi-
nars. In addition, Rich has been helping out and organizing the Annual Clambakes throughout the years and . 
Rich has always been involved with there for helping out with the front desk registrations for the O&M Commit-
tee seminars. Thanks, Rich… 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the LI Board of Directors for all helping out with the Spring Meeting. Vice Chair 
Steve Hadjiyane, Past Chair Rich Webber, George Desmarais, Dick Crescenzo, Lars Augustin, Steve Hearl, 
Charles Kayton, Chris Korzenko, Chris Murphy, Frank Russo, Gary Arman, Anthony Bacchus, Tom Immerso, 
Mark Wagner. Special thanks to Steve Fangmann for helping things go smoothly. The Board always comes to-
gether to make things happen. There is always great team work. Keep it up! 

THE CHAIR’S MESSAGE    Greg Smith 
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  NEW MEMBERS     by Peter Petriccione 
  Welcome to the Chapters’ new members: 

O&M COMMITTEE GOLF OUTING 
By George Desmarais 

 

A beautiful sunny 60 degree day welcomed 62 hackers to the North Shore Towers Country Club in 
Floral Park for the Annual O&M Committee Golf Outing. Organized again by Gary Arman of the 
Great Neck Water Pollution Control District, the early season outing is a great kickoff to the Long 
Island Chapter NYWEA golf and social season. 
 
After a brief lunch, the hackers loaded up with refreshments and extra golf balls to combat against 
dehydration and frustration while 
out on the course. Replenishments 
and sales of raffle prize tickets 
while out on the course was ably 
handled by Gary's assistant, Donna 
Bee. 
 
The after-golf tailgating on the 
lawn was as much fun as the sport 
they call golf. War stories were 
traded and excuses for less than 
ideal performances by most were 
offered. Prize winners for closest 
to the pin were secured by Tom 
Pfershing and Jon Sharrer and long 
drive awards were given to Bill 
Donovan and Jim Crandall. 
 

(See O&M Golf on page 5) 

Reva Butensky  Hector Rivera  Bertrand Byrne 

Bill Fisher  Laura Schwanof  Bryan Grogan 

James Fuchs  Joseph  Sesto  Matthew Murtha 

Christopher Gandolfo  Stephen Siegel  James Crandall 

Jaret Horn  Al Smith  Windsor Kinney 

Ernest Iannucci  Caroline Willi  Rebecca Lambert 

Damon McMullen  Matteo Lirici  Christopher Mauro 

Grace Molino  Alexa Baffaniello  Charles Mc Guckin 

Natalie Mottl  Edward Lu  Craig Rothmann 

Ashita Patel     
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RECORD TURNOUT AT SPRING MEETING  
B

By:   Tom Immerso 
 

 
The Chapter’s Annual Spring Meeting was held on May 
1st, 2014 at the Watermill Restaurant in Smithtown, at-
tracting a record turnout of 112 attendees, including a 
full table of students and aspiring Young Professionals. 
Chairman Greg Smith served as ‘emcee’ in covering the 
evening’s program, capped off by introducing Suffolk 
County Legislator William (“Doc”) R. Spencer, M.D., 
as our guest speaker for the evening.  Legislator Spen-
cer spoke on ‘The State of Suffolk County Sewer Infra-
structure and Funding,’ citing the urgent need for this 
long-overdue vision to become a reality.  Improvements 
are slowly getting recognition where sewering is being 
addressed, especially in newly developed areas of the 
County.  Additionally, these improvements help further 
the protection of the groundwater in our sole source 
aquifers.  Being a staunch advocate of this action, he is 
deeply involved with increasing the scope of this work 
while furthering legislative action endorsing financial 
support.  Hopefully, this venture will continue to pick 
up steam in the coming years.   

 
Prior to our dinner, recognition was given to Bob Bres-
lin, Port Washington Water Pollution Control District, 
who received the Uhl T. Mann Award, and to Janice 
McGovern, Suffolk County DPW (Bergen Point 
WWTP), who was given the Emmeline Moore Award.  
They were originally to receive their awards at the Win-
ter Conference in NYC this past February, but elected 
to receive them on the ‘home turf’ of Long Island in-
stead.  Congratulations to both of our award recipients!  
 
The evening culminated with an extensive raffle of door 

prizes, inclusive of Yankees and Mets baseball tickets, 
donated by the many generous firms in attendance.  A 
handful of small cash prizes were awarded as well.   
Our list of sponsors for the evening included the follow-
ing firms: Arcadis, Cameron, CDM Smith, deBruin, 
Gannett Fleming, GP Jager, H2M, Harper Haines, 
LKB, PW Grosser, TASCO, Victaulic, ClearFlo Tech-
nologies, D&B, GA Fleet, TC Tech, PCS and NOVA.  
Many thanks to all the sponsors who generously donat-
ed prizes for our meeting.  
 
On an educational note, please note that one (1) hour of 
Operator’s Recertification Credit was applied for re-
garding attendance at this meeting (Unfortunately, 
PDH’s were not approved).  And lastly, special thanks 
go out to Anthony Bacchus for successfully making all 
the arrangements for our meeting as well as to Frank 
Russo, our newly appointed ‘staff photogra-
pher.’  (Whether he knows it or not!  Thanks, Frank – 
fine job!)   
 
 
 

Please see the color insert in this issue of photos 

from this event.   

Numerous raffle prizes were distributed including 
clubs, golf balls, Yankee tickets (thanks to Gannett 
Fleming), cash prizes and even a re-gifted shirt 
from last year's O&M outing! Each hacker was al-
so awarded an O&M umbrella for attending. The 
great raffle prizes were enough incentive for the 
always late foursome of you-know-who to make it 
in before dark this year. We would like to thank the 
following sponsors for this year's golf outing: GP 
Jager (twice), H2M architects + engineers, PCS 
Pump and Process, Gannett Fleming, Hazen & 
Sawyer, 3D Electric, Dukes Root Control, D&B 
Engineers and Architects, Koester Associates, and 
Excelsior Blowers. 
 
Another great job by Gary and his crew this year 
and no one got hurt. 

(O&M Golf from page 4) 

Suffolk County Legislator William Spencer with Steve 

Hadjiyane and Greg Smith 
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                      (Re-elected) 
 
Director 2014-2016   Gary Arman 
                     (Re-elected) 
 
Director (YP)  2014-2016   Anthony Bacchus 
                     (New Director Position) 
 
We welcome Charlie Kayton (USA BlueBook) to the 
Board and look forward to his input from the ‘sales’ 
end of things as he completes Bert’s last year of tenure.  
In addition, Anthony Bacchus is joining the Board of 
Directors as a 15th member, representing the Young 
Professionals, since receiving State approval earlier this 
year.  Anthony has been a tremendous asset to the 
Board over the past few years regarding the taking of 
meeting minutes, following up on numerous Committee 
issues & learning the ‘ins & outs’ of the Programs 

(See Election Night on page 12) 

for serving as one of our Directors as well as the liaison 
to the Academia Student Chapters Committee and re-
cipient of the Bob Carballeira Distinguished Service 
Award in 2012.  Bert’s moving on to ‘greener pas-
tures’ (?!) in New Mexico, following a long career in 
the wastewater industry, culminating as a service rep 
for Quimby Pumps & Equipment.  We wish him all the 
best in his retirement & future endeavors! 

 
After introductions by our Chairman, Greg Smith, the 
Commissioner provided a power-point presentation up-
dating the slowly-progressing resurgence of the Bay 
Park STP in East Rockaway – an area devastated by a 9
-10’ tidal surge at the plant’s southern extent.  Although 
plant process is still in recovery mode, the availability 
of FEMA funding has gradually enabled projects to be-
come reality.  An eventual elevation of 18’ is envi-
sioned for motors and electrical equipment going for-
ward.  It may be more than a year since Sandy hit, but 
we continue to utilize the talents of our many consult-
ants and contractors that assist with the County’s recov-
ery efforts and thank them for their continued support. 

 
Prior to the dinner, Greg, along with Nominating Com-
mittee Chairman Steve Hadjiyane, announced the fol-
lowing slate of officers for 2014, which was approved 
unanimously by the membership: 
 
 

Position Term        Candidate 

 

Director 2014        Charles Kayton  
                      (Completing Bert’s term) 
 
Director 2014-2016   Tom Immerso 

(Election Night from page 1) 

Scholarship Award Recipient with Steve Hadjiyane and 

Greg Smith 
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The New York Water Environment Association, Long Island Chapter 
Gannett Fleming, 100 Crossways Park, Suite 300, Woodbury, NY 11797 - (516) 671-8440 

Applicant Information (Applicant must be a resident of New York State) 

 
Name: ______________________________________________ Phone: (______)______-_______ 

Street Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________ State: ____________ Zip Code: ___________________ 

E-Mail: __________________________________________ Date of Birth: ______/______/______ 

County: _____________________ Social Security: ______-____-______          Female           Male 

 
 
School Information 
 

Name of School: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Anticipated Graduation Date: ____________________ Grade Point Average: _______________________ 

SAT / ACT Score: _______________________________ Class Rank: __________ out of ____________ 

Honors or Awards Received: _____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extracurricular Activities: ________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hobbies: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Education Goals: ______________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Career Goals: _______________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Current Employer, if any: _______________________________________________________________ 

Hours per week: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Please specify college or university you will be attending, or if still unknown, schools applied to: 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Intended Major: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Other Scholarship Information 

 

Long Island Chapter Scholarship Application 

(All blanks must be filled in or else application will be deemed incomplete) 

Please tear off and submit with appropriate materials 
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Are you the recipient of any other scholarship this year  Yes     No 
 
If yes, please list from which organization(s) and the amounts: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Essay Questions 
 

Please complete responses to each of the following questions. It will be necessary to use separate 
sheets of paper, since your response to each question should be 500 to 600 words. Please type 
your responses. Points will be deducted if responses are not typed. 
 
ANSWER ‘A’ AND EITHER NUMBER 1 OR 2. 
 
A. It has been said that water is the most precious commodity which we have. Describe what per-
sonal efforts and initiatives you might take or have taken to help ensure the protection of this re-
source for future generations. 
 
1. What actions have you taken to affect or initiate change with respect to the environment? 
 
2. Describe how your career choice would positively impact the environment? 

 
Certification and Release Authorization 
 

The following information must be completed for the applicant to be considered for scholarship awards. 
 

I certify this information is true, complete and accurate. I also authorize the release of this information to 
confirm and/or verify this application. 

 
Student’s Signature: ______________________________________ Date: ______/______/______ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________ Date: ______/______/______ 

 
Checklist: 
 

For a submission to be considered for a scholarship, it must be complete. Fax applications will not be 
accepted. The following items are all required: 
 
Complete and sign application. Please type or print neatly. All blanks filled in. Please attach to the completed 
application the following information: 
 

1. Requested essays. 
2. Official school transcript (copies not accepted). 
3. A minimum of two letters of recommendation, one must be from a teacher; the others must be from 

someone not related to the applicant. 
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Your ad could be here! 

Standard ad rate is $100 
annually for 4 issues. 

 

SPRING MEETING OPERATOR’S CHALLENGE 

B
By:   Donna Bee 

 
This June, for the first time since 2004, Long Island 
proudly played host to the annual NY Water Environ-
ment Association Spring Meeting, of which the Opera-
tions Challenge is an integral part.  For the first time 
ever, NYWEA opened up its event to the nation and 
hosted the Inaugural Operations Challenge Regional 
Competition.   Our fellow Operators from New Jersey, 
the Cape May Jersey Devils, took on the challenge and 
joined in the fun. They even brought their Executive 
Director along to cheer them on and to extend their 
hand in friendship across the Hudson.  

 
Sunday afternoon, all 4 NY Teams, the LI Brown Tide, 
Harlem Pumptrotters, 26th Ward Warriors, and the 
Genesee Valley Water Recyclers convened upon the 
Hyatt Regency Ballroom to set up the 4 events that 
would take place there, the Safety, Pump Maintenance, 
Collections and Laboratory Events. The setup allowed 
the competition to take place surrounded by all of the 

vendors who so often miss out on the excitement when 
the teams must compete in an outdoor venue.  
 
Monday afternoon the Process Control Test was admin-
istered to all 5 teams. It is a rigorous exam which en-
compasses all aspects of wastewater treatment. Tuesday 
morning brought the 4 action events, all of which are 
judged on both speed and accuracy. The competition 
was fierce; oftentimes the first and last placed teams in 
an event were only separated by a few seconds. The day 
concluded with an exhibition “Jeopardy” round which 
gave the teams an opportunity to showcase their 
knowledge for the fans!  

 
In the end, even with First Place showings in the Pump, 
Lab and Safety Events, your LI Brown Tide, which is 
comprised of Team Captain Dale Grudier, Aaron 
Adesso, Jake Miller, Alec Breen and Coach Brian Blou-
in, had to cede first place to the Harlem Pumptrotters. 
These two exceptional teams once again have the honor 
of representing our state at WEFTEC, the national com-
petition to be held this September in New Orleans. 
Let’s wish them well and hope the Brown Tide can 
come home with another National Trophy like they did 
last year!  
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(1999-2004) and Phase II (2005-2010) periods.  The 
newly-initiated Campaign Fund continues to solicit cor-
porate and individual pledges and contributions as ei-
ther a renewal of your prior commitment or a new do-
nation. It is anticipated that, with your help, this pro-
gram will allow NYWEA to grant $50,000 per year in 
scholarships.  If you would like to make a donation or 
obtain further information, please contact Pat Cerro-
Reehil at (315) 422-7811. 

Committee, in anticipation of taking over for Dennis & 
Joe last year.  We welcome his energy and enthusiasm 
and look forward to his being an integral part of the 
Chapter for many years to come.  Congrats, Charlie and 
Anthony, and welcome aboard!   

 
Numerous guests were in attendance, including mem-
bers of our talented and successful Operators Challenge 
Team, The Brown Tide, which represented LI in the 
WEF National Operators Challenge, held in Chicago 
this past October.  Our Chapter Scholarship winners 
were recognized as well, with support from other prior 
winners & Young Professionals attending.  A nice 
touch was also recognizing the service veterans in at-
tendance, as their efforts to protect our freedom should 
never be forgotten.   
 
The evening closed with a special holiday raffle - with 
many gift baskets and bottles of wine provided by our 
very generous sponsors.  Various cash prizes were of-
fered as well.  Congrats to all the winners!  One hour of 
operator recertification credit was applied for by the 
Association and will be applicable. Thanks to Anthony 
for following admirably in the footsteps of Dennis & 
Joe in making the arrangements and coordinating to 
make the night its usual success.  A special note of 
thanks goes out to our sponsors for the evening, which 
included: 

 
 

CAMERON ENGINEERING & ASSOCIATES  
G.A. FLEET 
CDM SMITH 

GANNETT FLEMING 
CLEAR FLO TECHNOLOGIES 

H2M GROUP 
DVIRKA & BARTILUCCI 

QUIMBY EQUIPMENT 

(Election Night from page 6) 

credits were in high demand and applicable to most of 
the sessions.  The Wednesday sessions were specifical-
ly designated for operators and young professionals/
students.  Aside from the ‘Net Positive’ theme, other 
technical sessions included such topical items as Utility 
Management, Sustainability and Global Issues, in addi-
tion to Energy Resources, Green Infrastructure, and a 
special session addressing Newtown Creek WWTP, as 
upgrading nears completion.  Finally, the highly suc-
cessful University Research Forum involving the 13th 
annual student paper competition and a new poster ses-
sion proved interesting and timely while the Young 
Professionals’ session was again effective in discussing 
the process, obligations and benefits of the engineering 
profession in today’s demanding business world.   
 
The Awards Luncheon on Thursday served to recognize 
those individuals and institutions within both the WEF 
and the NYWEA who have worked diligently to ensure 
the protection of our water environment.  The Long 
Island Chapter was once again well-represented with 
award recognition going to five more recipients this 
year:  Janice McGovern – Emmeline Moore Award; 
Rich Webber – Environmental Engineer Award; Chris 
Murphy – Public Education Award; newly-crowned 
State Association President Steve Fangmann – John 
Chester Brigham Award; and, finally, Ben Wright – 
Retiring Committee Service Recognition Award.  These 
awards make amends for the fact that, in a rare occur-
rence, our Chapter did not receive any NYWEA awards 
last year!  Congratulations to all of our recipients for 
their exceptional support and representation of our LI 
Chapter!  Job well done! 
                                                                   
Seeing as perhaps the most important aspect of the 
Conference is the opportunity for members to interact 
and discuss environmental issues facing our profession, 
an Exhibitor Reception was held on Tuesday night in an 
effort to allow attendees additional time to spend with 
the exhibitors/vendors.  Also on Tuesday night, the 
Young Professionals held an ‘open’ Committee Recep-
tion – regardless of age and experience!  Similarly, var-
ious ‘hospitality receptions’ arranged by consultants 
afforded attendees the opportunity to meet with past 
and present colleagues and business associates.  Lastly, 
the opportunity to have various committees and chap-
ters interrelate was afforded through a New Member 
“Meet ’n Greet” and SSSSS Members Meeting for all 
‘shovel holders.’ 

 
Finally, all Scholarship Fund Contributors (corporate 
and individual) were recognized via a prominent dis-
play board for their financial support during the Phase I 

(NYWEA Winter Meeting from page 1) 
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SEPTEMBER 

 

September 4 - O & M Committee Meeting 
September 19 - O & M Committee Meet & Greet 
September 10 - Board of Directors Meeting 
TBD - NYWEA State Board of Directors Meeting 
 
OCTOBER 

October 1 - Deadline NYWEA Award Nominations 
October 2 - O & M Committee Meeting 
October 9 - Technology Assessment Committee Seminar - Sheraton, Hauppauge 
September 28 through October 1 - WEFTEC - New Orleans 
October 16 - Royal Golf Outing 
TBD - Board of Directors Meeting 
October 23 - State Sponsored Solids Handling & Dewatering Training at Bergen Point WWTP 
October 24 - Annual Dinner Dance - Woodbury Country Club 
 
NOVEMBER 

November 6 – O & M Committee Meeting 
TBD - Board of Directors Meeting 
TBD - NYWEA State Board of Directors Meeting 
November 13 - Industrial Waste Seminar  
November 20 - State Sponsored Sequencing Batch Reactor Training at Bergen Point WWTP 
 
DECEMBER 

December 4 - O & M Committee Meeting 
TBD - Election Nite Dinner  - Fox Hollow CC 
TBD - Board of Directors Meeting - Post Office, Babylon 
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Hicksville, NY 


