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Perfect Conditions Prevail on 
the Nissequogue 

By Tom Immerso 
 

Some thirty enthusiastic and intrepid canoeists endured 

a long (10-mile round trip!) but otherwise beautiful day 

on the pristine Nissequogue River in King’s Park at this 

year's annual Environmental Sciences Committee out-

ing, held on August 19th.  Although conditions were 

mostly clear with a light breeze, an excessive lunar 

flood tide made conditions a bit tenuous when crossing 

under some of the bridges.  However, everyone success-

fully completed their course in ‘canoe limbo’ and was 

able to enjoy a slow-paced paddle along the upper por-

tion of the river, spotting blue heron, egrets, osprey, 

swans, etc.  The breeze and tidal conditions became 

minimized once we entered the lower stretches of the 

river, enabling us to make it to our Landing Ave. Park 

lunch site by around noon.  As forecast, the wind began 

to lay down in the afternoon, affording us the opportuni-

ty for a relaxing - and refreshing - swim off the grist 

mill and waterfall area.  Being the second longest river 

system on Long Island (after the Peconic), the group 

benefitted from the exercise and fresh air in completing 

the long trek, along with the beautiful scenery the 

river’s shores have to offer.   

 

The full-day trip included a tour of both the upper and 

lower portions of the river, which starts as a saltwater 

estuary in King’s Park and runs south to the brackish 

(Continued on page 7) 

Great Weather Results in Yet  
Another Huge Crowd at Annual 
Clambake 

By Tom Immerso 
 

Following the great weather of the past few years at our 

Annual Clambake, the odds of another beauty were 

probably minimal at best – but that’s precisely what we 

had!  Perfect weather once again prevailed on the side of 

the 163 NYWEA and asso-

ciated attendees at the Long 

Island Chapter's Annual 

Clambake, held on Friday, 

June 24th at Cedar Creek 

Park in Wantagh. The flaw-

less evening resulted in an 

enjoyable and successful 

outing as the huge crowd 

took part in the food fest, 

knocking off generous 

servings of burgers, hot 

dogs, sausage and peppers, 

kielbasa, spare ribs, chick-

en, clams on the half shell (plenty to go around this 

time!), fish salad, corn, salad, cake, etc., along with a 

copious allotment of beer and other assorted beverages.  

 

The games, which included bocce ball, horseshoes, golf 

chipping, cornhole and volleyball, moved along at a 

brisk pace, despite some difficulty in hearing the pair-

ings called as the games progressed.  The dunk tank 

(Continued on page 8) 
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This is my last year as chair. The past two years have 

flown by.  Throughout this time, I have set goals to lis-

ten to the membership and young professionals in order 

to input fresh ideas into the chapter. We don’t always 

have time to accomplish all the things we want do how-

ever we were successful in several:  

 Facebook page and website:  The website is up and 

running and terrific! 

 Casino Night: This was a lot of fun and nice to 

switch it up  

 The Royal Golf Classic: The new location (Hamlet) 

was well received by our golf members. 

 The Summer Social: This second year event at Cap-

tain Bills in Bayshore was a good time. 

 New Board members: We have several new mem-

bers in 2017 that are under 35! 

 

I have been involved in this chapter for over 25 years 

and have enjoyed the journey as I grew from a young 

professional to joining a committee, being elected to the 

Board and eventually on to be the Chapter Chair. I en-

courage all members to be active. The association can 

open doors and create opportunities, professionally and 

personally. 

It was a honor and pleasure to serve as Chapter Chair. 

Thank  you. Look forward to seeing you all at the Win-

ter meeting in NYC.  

    Stephen Hadjiyane  

    Chair 

 

The Chair’s Message | Summer/Fall 2016    

Ask Al the Rotifer 

 

Dear Al: 

My name is John Nitrosomonas and I am the Manager of Facultative Bacteria Group in charge of nitrification and 

denitrification at a major advanced wastewater treatment plant located in New York City.  The potential loss of jobs 

by family members living in Suffolk County is causing much angst and affecting our family get togethers. Our fami-

ly tree consists of Anaerobes and Aerobes.  The Anaerobes in the family have toiled for generations out in Suffolk 

County working predominantly in cesspools and septic tanks. The Aerobic members work in more advanced treat-

ment facilities that require higher levels of treatment.  With Suffolk County moving to replace on-site systems with 

new Innovative and Advanced treatment technologies, the Anaerobes in the family feel that they will go the way of 

the auto and steel industry and be out of work while us Aerobes continue on with our cushy jobs.  What say you? 

 

Dear John: 

I sense a bit of friction between the “white collar” and “blue collar” family mem-

bers. Not to worry.  I believe that there will be a major re-training effort by the 

County that will allow your Anaerobic relatives to move seamlessly into positions 

at treatment plants.  As the on-site systems are closed they will be transferred over 

to larger facilities.  They should be able to find a job as the turnover rate for bacte-

ria at the treatment plants is much higher than at on-site systems.  There should be 

more opportunities to get a cushy position such as yours one day.  Times are a 

changing.  Just saying, 

Al 
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Freshkills Landfill Park  
Conversion 

By Tom Immerso 
 

The Long Island & Met Chapters partnered up for a 

joint venture visit to the former Freshkills Landfill & 

now Parkland on Staten Island on October 5, 2016.  

Having initially organized this outing back in 2008, it 

was interesting to see the transformation from what had 

been a NYC landfill for many decades until its mandat-

ed closure in 2001.  Since then, a planned 25-year de-

velopment has been taking place in various phases inte-

grating three separate systems – programming, wildlife, 

& circulation – to provide public access to 2,200 acres 

(nearly three times the size of Central Park) of natural & 

engineered beauty, making it the largest park developed 

in NYC in over 100 years.  The Park is the result of a 

partnership between the Freshkills Park Alliance & the 

NYC Dept. of Sanitation.   

The Park’s landscape has many natural features, being 

comprised of four individual mounds of soil & geocom-

posite material covered by an impermeable plastic liner 

that prevents landfill gas (principally methane) & leach-

ate from migrating into the surrounding environment.  

Various pipe systems throughout the mounds then col-

lect & purify the byproducts at an on-site facility.  

Cleaned gas is piped into National Grid’s distribution 

system where it provides energy to Staten Island neigh-

borhoods.  Excess gas is safely burned off at one of the 

site’s three flare stations, maintaining a controlled envi-

ronment at all times.  Additionally, gas monitoring wells 

(Continued on page 12) 

Annual Technology Assessment 
 

By Nick Bono 
 
This fall saw another successful Annual Technology 

Assessment Committee Seminar.  Sixty people attended 

the day-long seminar on October 13 at the UPSKY 

Long Island Hotel in Hauppauge, including a mix of 

operators, engineers, and other interested professionals.  

A total of 5.5 hours of Operator Credits and 5.0 hours of 

Professional Engineer continuing education credits were 

earned by attendees. 

Ten speakers shared their knowledge on the initiative 

being undertaken in Suffolk County, focused on nitro-

gen contamination and the associated programs being 

implemented to reduce this contamination within our 

water resources, including the recent Town of River-

head TMDL wastewater treatment facility upgrade and 

associated wastewater reuse system, as well as various 

other presentations on new technologies being used 

within the industry.  Breakfast, lunch, and breaks pro-

vided several opportunities to network in addition to the 

second annual post-seminar reception offered for all 

attendees. 

Thanks go out to the L.I. Chapter Technology Assess-

ment Committee and chair, Nick Bono, for their work 

organizing the seminar, as well as the speakers and vol-

unteers.  Many thanks go to this year’s sponsors for 

making the event possible:  

Cameron Engineering & Associates, LLP 

CDM-Smith 

D & B Engineers & Architects, P.C. 

Fleet Pump & Service 

G.A. Fleet Associates, Inc. 

G.P. Jager Inc. 

H2M architects + engineers 

Hayduk Engineering, LLC 

Hazen and Sawyer 

Koester Associates, Inc. 

PCS Pump & Process 

Site Specific Design Inc. (joint with F.R. Mahoney and 

Associates) 

TC Tech 

Thermal Process Systems, Inc. 
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Summer Social a Success 
 

By George Desmarais 
 

Under threatening skies the Chapter's 2nd Annual Sum-

mer Social was held dockside at Captain Bill's Water-

front Restaurant in Bay Shore on Thursday, July 28th. 

Sixty Chapter members, friends, and guests attended the 

informal event decked out in casual clothes, shorts and 

flip flops while being serenaded by acoustical guitar 

music and song provided by Howie Seal. The buffet and 

meat carving stations were easily washed down with 

ample variety of libations. After a short moment of si-

lence to honor the passing of Nick Bartilucci, raffle 

prizes were graciously awarded to Craig Carlson, Patti 

Hults, Karen Giordano, and Chris Carlson. Another well 

run and attended event by Roy & Alice Zimmerman to 

encourage Chapter participation during the summer on 

the Great South Bay. 

Welcome to the Chapters’  New Members       
 

Michael Burke Jessica Chiu Lisa D'Auria Michael Pontisakos 

Mark Campmier Sabrina Cohn Jennifer Gienau Alison Seipp 

Stephanie Cando Scott Cohorsky Rubin Lehman  Matthew Thogersen 
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CASINO NIGHT DINNER SCORES 
BIG 

By Tom Immerso 

 

The Long Island Chapter literally ‘took a gamble’ and 

held its first “Casino Night Dinner” on Friday, October 

28, 2016 at the seaside Chateau La Mer Catering Hall in 

Lindenhurst, much to the delight of all who attended.  

Some 95 participants thoroughly enjoyed playing with 

‘house money’ at various gaming tables that included 

blackjack, Texas hold’em, roulette & craps – with win-

ners exchanging their ‘chips’ for raffle tix giving them a 

chance to win prizes at the end of the night.  A buffet-

style dinner was served throughout the 3-hour plus gam-

ing period & a DJ provided accompaniment for those 

that wanted to dance or just relax & enjoy the music 

while gaming or chatting at the dinner tables.  The open 

venue afforded everyone a chance to mix & mingle 

much better than at the prior formal dinner dances that 

were held with assigned table seating.  Gaming tables 

were closed & raffle prizes were awarded by 10 pm, so 

there was no ‘dead-zone’ of time until 11 pm as with 

former functions that tended to run too late for our aging 

crowd.  On the contrary, the new venue served to attract 

more of our YP’s, which invigorated the evening.  

Chapter Chairman Steve Hadjiyane served as emcee & 

bestowed honors to the following well-deserving recipi-

ents:  

 

Nicholas J. Bartilucci Lifetime Achievement Award 

FOTIOS PAPAMICHAEL, Gannett Fleming 

 

Bob Carballeira Distinguished Service Award 

JOE HURLEY, LiRo Group  

 

 

(Continued on page 12) 

Royal Golf Classic 
 

By Joe Hurley 

 

On a beautiful October afternoon, the Chapter held its 

32nd Royal Golf Classic at a new venue, the Hamlet 

Golf and Country Club in Commack.  After 31 enjoya-

ble years at Island Hills Country Club, the Club closed 

its doors and will reportedly be redeveloped.  Turnout 

was slightly lighter than expected – maybe a bunch of 

players went to Island Hills on automatic. 

The new venue proved to be a wonderful setting and the 

challenging layout required skillful play supported by 

the beer cart.  Food and beverages afterwards gave eve-

ryone a sub-par round and prizes donated by the ven-

dors, consultants and contractors were bountiful. As 

always, a special thank you goes out to the sponsors 

below for their generosity. 

 

Bowne AE & T deBruin Engineers  

GP Jager (2) Cameron Engineering (4) 

JWC Environmental W.A.S.T.E. 

CDM Clear Flo Technologies 

H2M Gannett Fleming 

LiRo D & B 

Victaulic GA Fleet 

 

Low Net honors went to Joe Davenport (71), Pete Cior-

roco (71) and Steven Cliff (70). Low Gross awards went 

to Larry Ferrara (83), Jim Olivo (82) and Tom Hansen 

(81).  Steve Hearl was again the Most Honest Golfer 

(still adding it up) and the Monster Drive went to Doug 

Haussel.  Ed Visone put it stiff on No. 7. 

See you all next year. 
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CAPTREE FISHING ADVENTURE 
 

By James Fuchs 

 
The New York Water Environment Association LI 

Chapter’s Young Professionals and Operators Commit-

tee held its annual fishing trip out of Captree State Park 

on June 15, 2016 on the Yankee III. This year a crew of 

63 enjoyed an afternoon out on the water.  The boat 

ventured out of the inlet into the ocean for two drifts 

before steaming back to calmer waters of the bay. The 

entire trip lasted about four hours. Everyone had lots of 

laughs, food, drink and sun. The bite wasn’t too hot as 

there were many throw-backs, but Eric Lochner of 

NYCDEP managed a keeper-sized fluke to win the pool.  

The crew consisted of members from the following or-

ganizations: 

Nassau County DPW 

Suffolk County DPW 

NYC DEP 

WASTE Inc. 

H2M 

Hayduk Engineering 

CDM Smith 

Gannett Fleming 

K&G Power Systems 

PCS 

 

The trip was a great success as everyone aboard had a 

memorable fishing experience. George Desmarais even 

managed to wrangle in a shark! 

and, eventually, fresh waters near Route 25 that served 

as our ‘swimming hole.’  Since we caught all of the in-

coming tide, the high water required no portages - just 

ducking under the crossbars of the bridges going under 

some of the local roads!  Dan Lewis and Ron Gelardi of 

the NYSDEC accompanied us and spoke at length about 

the ecology of the river as well as its indigenous species 

of plants, fish and aquatic birds, of which the latter were 

especially evident throughout the day, primarily snowy 

egrets.  Although the river appears healthy and the wa-

ters clean and clear, noticeable encroachment of inva-

sive plant species such as Phragmites (marsh reed) was 

strongly evident – especially in comparison to our last 

outing on this river dating back 3 years ago to 2013.  

    

The day ended with the group leisurely canoeing the last 

leg of the trip back to our starting point, just south of the 

Old Dock Inn, in Nissequogue State Park.  Our group 

may have been tired, but there was no doubt that each of 

us enjoyed a great day on the water along with some 

fantastic (and bug-free - courtesy of the breeze!)  weath-

er and fresh air. 

 

Next year's trip will hopefully take us to probably the 

most pristine river system on Long Island, although not 

quite the size of the Nissequogue - the Connetquot Riv-

er.  The WEA is one of a select group of environmental 

organizations permitted on this river, and the trip will be 

inclusive of a tour of the trout hatchery (if reopened by 

then) and old gristmill within its boundaries.  If not, the 

Carmen’s River will be our target.  Hopefully, everyone 

will be well-rested and ready to endure their next excur-

sion by then!  Hope to see you out there!  

(Nissequogue Continued from page 1) 

 

2017 WATER ENVIRONMENT   
POSTER CONTEST  
  

The public education committee will once again be  

hosting a Water Conservation Poster Contest for ele-

mentary school children. If there is a class, cub scout  

pack or girl scout group interested in participating  

please reach out to Megan Messmann, of the public edu-

cation committee. If you are a member interested in  

getting involved with the public education committee  

please reach out as well. The poster contest notice will  

be sent to educators/pack leaders by early March for a  

May entry date. (messmannmr@cdmsmith.com) 
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thankfully appears to have been permanently retired, which made current Chairman Steve Hadjiyane a very happy 

man for the second year in a row!  Thanks to the continued provision of Jerry Werner’s tent (a little worse for wear 

these days), those who wanted to stay out of the sun for the duration of the outing were able to do so.  Numerous raf-

fle prizes were awarded, as well as the big 50/50 raffle, won by Craig Carlson – and not with a ticket bought through 

‘Wheeler- Dealer Desmarais’ earlier that day!  Anyhow, aside from handing out the big $2,500 raffle prize, along 

with various bottles, tickets for ballgames, golf balls, etc. from our very generous sponsors, trophies were awarded 

for the games as follows: 

 First Place Second Place 

BOCCE BALL   Tom Immerso    Syd Harris 

   Joe Massaro    Rob                                                                               

HORSESHOES    Chris Korzenko    Rich Webber 

   Billy Nylic    Karen Webber 

GOLF CHIPPING (M)   Ken Mangarella    Jim Debis 

GOLF CHIPPING (W)   Karen Webber    Debbie Samu  

CORNHOLE    Rob      Christie Osman 

   Shaun     Mo Osman    

VOLLEYBALL    Brown Tide Ops Challenge Team CDM Smith/Jacobs 

    

As in the past, all who took time out from their busy schedules to be in attendance had a great time and are already 

looking forward to next year's return to Cedar Creek Park. Special thanks go out to Dick Crescenzo, Rich Hults and 

the “Ops Crew” (Donna Bee, Tom Mortensen, Craig Carlson, ‘Birthday’ Bob Knecht, Greg Smith, Ty Howell, Tom 

Pfersching, Tim Conroy and, especially, Anthony Bacchus!) for setting us up, along with Maurice Osman for arrang-

ing with Dennis and the Davenport Restaurant in Mineola to cater our affair so lavishly once again.  Also, a big shout

-out of “Thanks” goes out to all of our generous sponsors (see separate listing) and attendees.  See you again next 

year – under equally favorable skies, we hope!  In the meantime, have a great – and safe – summer!!!  

 

CLAMBAKE SPONSORS 

 

Cameron Engineering 

CDM Smith 

Clear Flo Technologies, Inc. 

D&B Engineers & Architects, P.C. 

de Bruin Engineering 

G.A. Fleet Associates, Inc. 

G.P. Jager & Associates, Inc. 

Gannett Fleming 

H2M architects + engineers 

HAKS Engineering 

Koester Associates  

LKB Consulting Engineers 

Maurice J. Osman 

PCS Pump & Process, Inc. 

Sewer Stewards, Inc. 

Victaulic Co. 

WASTE, Inc.  

(Annual Clambake Continued from page 1) 

 



Page 9 

 

 

Clambake 2016 
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Clambake & Casino Night 2016  
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Casino Night 2016  
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dot the perimeter of the mounds to ensure the safety of 

the public at all times.    

Since the inception of the transformation approximately 

10 years ago, the revival of habitat has enabled nature to 

return in the form of many migratory bird, mammal, 

fish, amphibian, reptile & crustacean populations.  As 

tidal & freshwater wetlands further mature, more wild-

life will likely populate the Park.  Goats are even uti-

lized in controlling grass overgrowth on the site. 

Many opportunities to experience the Park are afforded 

while the ongoing process of site transformation moves 

forward.  Ever-expanding programs include site tours 

(such as ours), hiking, kayaking/canoeing, bird-

watching & group/school/community outings.  Going 

forward with all this restored space, Freshkills Park has 

fully transitioned from a landfill to a platform for scien-

tific research as well as a ‘playground’ for the public.  

Further info & program offerings may be obtained on 

their website:  www.freshkillspark.org.  

(Freshkills Continued from page 4) 

  

Chapter Achievement Award 

PETER PETRICCIONE, H2M  

 

David B. Flaumenbaum Memorial Safety Award 

KAREN GIORDANO, Suffolk County Community 

College  

 

Operator of the Year / Ernest Lisi Award 

FRANK DAWKINS, Waste, Inc.  

 

In addition ‘5-S’ Shovels were awarded to Frank Daw-

kins of Waste, Inc. (gold), Syd Harris of Koester Asso-

ciates (silver) and Megan Messman of CDM Smith 

(bronze).  Congratulations to all of our award recipients 

this year! 

 

Sponsors for the event included Dvirka & Bartilucci, 

Cameron Engineering, Harper Haines and GA Fleet.  

The Chapter thanks them all for their continued support. 

Thanks also go out to all participants/attendees that 

helped make the evening such a success.  It looks like 

this will indeed be an event to be repeated in the future!      

(Casino Night Continued from page 6) 
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For instructions please visit:  

http://www.linywea.org/scholarship 
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New York Water Environment  
Association Long Island Chapter 

Dvirka & Bartilucci Engineers & Architects 
330 Crossways Park Drive;  Woodbury, NY  11797-2015 

2017 Long Island Chapter NYWEA Meeting and Event Schedule 

 

January 

 
 Board of Directors Meeting, Davenport Restaurant, Mineola, Jan 20 

 

February 
 

 NYWEA Annual Winter Meeting, NYC, Feb 6-8 

 Board of Directors Meeting, CDM Smith, Woodbury, TBD 

 

March 

 
 NYWEA Training, SPDES Compliance, Bergen Point , West Babylon, Mar 2 

 Chapter Scholarships Application Deadline, Mar 31 

 

April 

 
 O&M Annual Golf Outing, Towers Country Club, Floral Park, TBD 

 NYWEA Training, Math for Operators, Bergen Point, West Babylon, Apr 6 

 

May 

 
 Spring Dinner Meeting, Watermill Caterers, Smithtown, TBD 

 

June 

 
 NYWEA Spring Conference, Rochester, June 5-8 

 Clambake, Cedar Creek Park, Wantagh, TBD 

Presort Standard 

US Postage 

PAID 

Permit 329 

Hicksville, NY 

Visit us at the NEW www.linywea.org for 

upcoming events, membership, committee, 

Brown Tide and scholarship info! 




